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In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful  
 

All praise is due to Allah the Lord of the universe. And peace and blessings be upon His 

beloved Messenger Muhammad , his family, and his pious followers who follow his 
guidance.  
 

By the grace and mercy of Allah , we have compiled notes for Shaykh Abdulbary 
YahyaȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓ ȰHomecoming: The Madinan SeerahȢȱ These notes are student notes, and they 
have not been approved by AlMaghrib Institute or Shaykh Abdulbary Yahya. 
 

Any benefit you obtain from these notes are from Allah while any shortcomings are 
from ourselves. Please be aware ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÎÏÔÅÓ ÈÁÖÅ !ÒÁÂÉÃ ÖÅÒÓÅÓ ÏÆ 1ÕÒȭÁÎȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ Ôo 
print these and then dispose of them, we ask that you please do so appropriately.  
 
You can message Shaykh AbdulBary through WhatsApp at: 1-206-588-6292.  
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Introduction  
 

DEATH OF THE PROPHET  

The Prophet Muhammad  fell ill, and Abu Bakr  had been with him for the past three 
days. That morning, the ProÐÈÅÔȬÓ ÆÅÖÅÒ ÓÕÂÓÉÄÅÄ ÓÏÍÅ×ÈÁÔȟ ÓÏ Abu Bakr sought 

permission to take care of some family affairs. It was then that the Prophet Muhammad  
passed away - when Abu Bakr was not there. Word of the death of Prophet reached the 
outskirts of Madinah.  
 

When news of the ProphetȭÓ  death spread, some of the people could not say a single 
wordȢ 3ÏÍÅ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÕÐȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÓÁÔ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅȢ /ÔÈÅÒÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÄÉÓÂÅÌÉÅÆȠ ÉÎ ÆÁÃÔȟ 
they were in denial. They refused to accept the fact that the Prophet had passed away. It 

was too hard for them to handle, and they did not want to believe it. Umar  stood up in 
ÔÈÅ ÍÁÓÊÉÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ7ÈÏÅÖÅÒ ÈÁÓ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ ÈÁÓ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ Á×ÁÙȟ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÃÈÏÐ ÏÆÆ 
ÈÉÓ ÈÅÁÄȢ .ÁÙ ÈÅ ÈÁÓÎȭÔ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ Á×ÁÙȠ ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÇÏÎÅ ÔÏ ÍÅÅÔ !ÌÌÁÈ ÊÕÓÔ ÌÉËÅ -ÕÓÁ ÄÉÄ ÆÏÒ 
forty  days, and when he returns I hope he cuts of the hands and the tongues of the 
hypocrites who have ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÈÁÓ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ Á×ÁÙȢȱ 
 

And so Abu Bakr  rushed back into the masjid and went into the room of Aisha . He 

saw that the Prophet  had passed away, so ÈÅ ËÉÓÓÅÄ ÈÉÍ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÐÌÅÁÓÁÎÔ 
ÄÅÁÄ ÏÒ ÁÌÉÖÅȟ / -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈȢȱ 
 
There was great tension in the masjid. Of course, there was an extreme amount of sorrow 
and sadness because this was the greatest calamity that had ever afflicted the Companions. 
Umar was standing up ready to use his sword, ready to strike anyone who would dare say 
ill words. Abu Bakr stood at the mimbar ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ(Å ×ÈÏ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ -ÕÈÁÍÍÁÄȟ 
Muhammad has passed away. And whoever worshipped Allah, then Allah is alive and 
ÅÖÅÒÌÁÓÔÉÎÇȢȱ 
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!"5 "!+2 2%#)4%3 152ȭ!. 

Abu Bakr  recited the same verse that was recited in the Battle of Uhud 7 years earlier 

when rumors circulated that the Prophet  had been killed. At that time, the Companions 
ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÕÐȢ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ sick in their muscles and bones as they sat on the battlefield.  
 

 
Ȱ-ÕÈÁÍÍÁÄ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÂÕÔ Á ÍÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒȢ ɍ/ÔÈÅÒɎ ÍÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÈÉÍȢ 3Ï ÉÆ ÈÅ 
was to die or be killed, would you turn back on your heels [to unbelief]? And he who turns 
ÂÁÃË ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÈÅÅÌÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÈÁÒÍ !ÌÌÁÈ ÁÔ ÁÌÌȠ ÂÕÔ !ÌÌÁÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅ×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÁÔÅÆÕÌȢȱ Surah Ale-

Imran, 3:144  
 
It was as though the Companions were hearing this verse for the very first time.  
UÍÁÒȭÓ ËÎÅÅÓ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÕÃËÌÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÃÏÌÌÁÐÓÅÄ to the floor because he could no longer 
withhold the weight of his body. He had one last slither of hope that maybe the Prophet 

 was still alive. He aÓËÅÄ !ÂÕ "ÁËÒȟ Ȱ)Ó ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "oÏË ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈȩȱ He had heard this 
ÖÅÒÓÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÉÍÅÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÈÅ ÁÌÍÏÓÔ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÁÃÃÅÐÔ ÉÔȢ  !ÂÕ "ÁËÒ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ9ÅÓȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÅ "ÏÏË ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈȢȱ Reality then seeped into his body, and Umar realized that the Prophet 

 had indeed passed away. He broke down, and he cried. 
 

It was very difficult for the Companions to handle this situation. If Allah  did not give 

them the likes of Abu Bakr , the Companions most likely would not have been able to 

endure with such patience. Even though they lost the Prophet , they did not lose his 
character. His character was still found in Abu Bakr as he too embodied kindness, 
gentleness, courage, strength, sincerity, zeal, and concern for the ummah.  
 
Whenever the Companions would face a calamity, they would reflect on the life of the 

Prophet .  It would give them strength to carry on, to be the best that they could be. It 
ÁÌÓÏ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÁÎÙ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÃÁÌÁÍÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÊÕÓÔ 
endured: they had just lost the one whom they loved more than they loved themselves.  
 

They would always concern themselves with the life of the Prophet  as they yearned to 
be with him and emulate his example. They would follow in his blessed footsteps as they 
applied his teachings in their daily lives and increased in their acts of worship. His example 
strengthened and motivated them as they continued his mission of spreading Islam, so 
much so, that his message has reached us here in Chicago.  
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LET THEM CONSOLE THEMSELVES WITH ME 

Studying the life of the Messenger of Allah  helps us persevere and stay strong as we 
ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÌÅÓÓ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔÉÅÓ ÈÅ ÅÎÄÕÒÅÄȢ 4ÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ7ÈÏÓÏÅÖÅÒ ÉÓ ÁÆÆÌÉÃÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 
a calamity, then let them console themselves with me.ȱ ɉÉȢÅȢ ×ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÁÔÈ- the 
latter serving as the greatest calamity in the lives of the believers) 
 
As Muslims living in the west during these times, there will of course be challenges and 
struggles, but we must also realize that even more challenges await us in the future. Every 
year, it seems more difficult to hold onto la ilaha illa Allah, Muhammadur Rasullullah. 
 

In Sahih Muslim, Prophet  ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ4here will come a time, in which people will love me so 
much, [talking about the end of time, not during his time], they have never seen me, yet 
they will w ant and have a desire to see me. Their desire will be so much that they would 
trade all of their wealth and faÍÉÌÙ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÍÅȢȱ They would be willing 
sacrifice so much because they love him so much. 
 

When we study the Seerah, we realize that the Prophet  endured so many more 
difficulties than we will ever have to endure. His example is one of patience. As a child, he 
was an orphan ɀ being born without a father and losing his mother just a few years later 
was undoubtedly difficult. His years of youth in Makkah were also challenging; he did not 
ÇÒÏ× ÕÐ ÉÎ Á ×ÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÈÉÓ ÐÏÏÒ ÕÎÃÌÅ !ÂÕ 4ÁÌÅÂ ÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÈÉÍȢ )Î ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ 
society, we may look down upon certain jobs such as a grocery store worker. This is akin to 
a shepherd in Makkah as he took care of another ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÆÌÏÃË ÏÆ ÓÈÅÅÐȢ %ÖÅÒÙ Ðrophet 

was a shepherd, and Prophet Muhammad  was a shepherd. We realize his humble roots 
and what he was willing to do in order to help his family financially.  
 

SANCTIONS PLACED ON BANU HASHIM 

Allah  ÓÁÙÓȟ ȰWÅ ÆÏÕÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÄÅÓÔÉÔÕÔÅȟ ÂÕÔ ×Å ÅÎÒÉÃÈÅÄ ÙÏÕȢȱ This refers to his marriage 

to Khadijah . When the Prophet  started calling to Islam, the Makkans put a sanction 
on him and Banu Hashim. They did not trade with them, and nor did they visit them. They 
cut them off. 
 
Banu Hashim had land in the outskirts of Makkah,  
behind Mt. Safa and Marwah. For almost 3 years,  
ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÉÎ ÃÁÍÐÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ  

ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÆÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÅÁÔȢ 3ÁȭÄ ÂÉÎ !ÂÉ 7ÁÑÑÁÓ  said,  
Ȱ7Å ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÏÒÔ ÔÏ ÅÁÔÉÎÇ ÌÅÁÖÅÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ×Å  
ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÅÁÔȢȱ Merchants would not  
sell them anything in the market place. He said, 
Ȱ/ÎÅ ÎÉÇÈÔȟ ) ×ÁÓ ÓÏ ÈÕÎÇÒÙȟ ÔÈÁÔ ) ×ÁÌËÅd and 
stepped on something wet, so I put it in my mouth. To this daÙȟ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓȢ ) 
was just hoping it was edible; I diÄÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓȢȱ 
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3ÁȭÄ ÂÉÎ !ÂÉ 7ÁÑÑÁÓ also said, Ȱ) ÆÏÕÎÄ Á ÐÉÅÃÅ ÏÆ ÌÅÁÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ) ÂÏÉÌÅÄ ÉÔȢ ) ×ÁÓ ÓÏ ÈÕÎÇÒÙ 
that I boiled it to soften it up to [eat it]. I was able to have eÎÏÕÇÈ ÅÎÅÒÇÙ ÆÏÒ σ ÄÁÙÓȢȱ This 
was a pair of shoes he was eating!  
 

Khadijah  passed away immediately after the end of sanctions. Some scholars say that 
both Abu Taleb and Khadijah passed away due to the difficulties of such sanctions in which 
people did not have proper food to eat. People in Makkah heard the Muslims crying, but 
they were not allowed to visit them or witness their suffering. Such a strategy was part of 
the Makkan propaganda. History repeats itself, as we ÄÏÎȭÔ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÏÆ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓ in 
the media. 
 

THE MIRACLE THAT IS THE SEERAH OF THE PROPHET MUHAMMAD  
 

 
Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÓ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÂÅÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈ ÁÎ ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔ ÐÁÔÔÅÒÎ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ 

×ÈÏÓÅ ÈÏÐÅ ÉÓ ÉÎ !ÌÌÁÈ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÓÔ $ÁÙ ÁÎÄ ɍ×ÈÏɎ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ !ÌÌÁÈ ÏÆÔÅÎȢȱ  
Surah Al-Ahzab, 33:21 

 
One must realize that the Seerah ÉÓ Á ÍÉÒÁÃÌÅ ÉÎ ÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÉÔÓÅÌÆȢ 4ÈÅ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ ×ÁÓ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄ ÏÖÅÒ 
1400 years ago; it was practical during the time of revelation, it is just as practical today, 
and it will continue to be just as practical until the end of time. Likewise, the lessons of 
Seerah transcend time and are miracles that strengthen our faith. We extract benefits from 
the Seerah ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔ ÔÉÍÅÓȠ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÓ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ Seerah was meant for us now in the 21st 

century. The more you study the Seerah of the Prophet , the greater your Iman 
becomes. You become more capable of dealing with the problems and difficulties you face 
in life.  
 
We hear about Muslims being tortured and oppressed, and women and children having no 
place to live. We sometimes wonder, Ȱ)ÓÎȭÔ !ÌÌÁÈ ÍÅÒÃÉÆÕÌȩ 7ÈÙ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ 
ÈÁÐÐÅÎÉÎÇȩȱ 9ÏÕ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÎÏÔ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ×ÈÙ ÓÕÃÈ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÈÁÐÐÅÎȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ×ÉÓÄÏÍ 

behind everything. As Allah says: 
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Ȱ!ÎÄ ɍÍÅÎÔÉÏÎȟ / -ÕÈÁÍÍÁÄɎȟ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌÓȟ ΅)ÎÄÅÅÄȟ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÍÁËÅ ÕÐÏÎ 

the earth a successive authority." They said, "Will You place upon it one who causes 
corruption therein and sheds blood, while we declare Your praise and sanctify You?" Allah 

said, "Indeed, I know that which you do not know." Surah al-Baqarah, 2:30  
 
Allah knows what we do not know. We might wonder why such atrocities, hurricanes, and 
earthquakes are happening. 7ÈÙ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÉÎ 3ÙÒÉÁ ÓÕÆÆÅÒÉÎÇȩ 7ÁÓÎȭÔ (ÁÉÔÉ ÊÕÓÔ 
recently hit with an earthquake? And now a hurricane? Remember, Allah is All-Wise. There 

is also another side to humanity: the Muslims. We are from the ummah of Muhammad .  
 

 

 
 
Ȱ9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÄ ɍÁÓ ÁÎ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅɎ ÆÏÒ ÍÁÎËÉÎÄȢ 9ÏÕ ÅÎÊÏÉÎ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ 

ÆÏÒÂÉÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ×ÒÏÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÉÎ !ÌÌÁÈȢȱ Surah Ale-Imran, 3:110  
 
When calamities and oppression are rampant, and politicians lie and deceive, there is a 
group of people who are the best of humanity. Allah created mankind - they will stand up 
for the worship of Allah. They are the most honest and most helpful. When people in Syria 
and Haiti are suffering, who are the ones that will be best of humanity? It should be us. We 

are the best. And if we do not embody the teachings of the Prophet  in our daily lives, 
then we will continue to be in the current state we find ourselves in. When we start 

following the example of the Prophet  ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒȭÁÎȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÎÏ 
one better on the face of this earth than us. 
 

WHAT CHANGE DOES HUMANITY NEED?  
 

 
 

Ȱ)ÎÄÅÅÄȟ !ÌÌÁÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ Á ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅy change what is in 
ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓȢȱ Surah Ar-2ÁȭÄȟ ρσȡρρ 

 
We need a la ilaha illa Allah change that will help us establish peace, justice, love, unity, and 
kindness. The change needs to start with us, here and now. And that change will start with 
this class because we will be speaking about the best of humanity: how he dealt with 
people, how compassionate he was, how honest and trustworthy he was, and how patient 
he was.  
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If we want to embody the teachings of the Prophet  in our daily lives, it will not matter 
what the media says. They can say anything they want, but our neighbors, coworkers, 
professors, and friends will know the true teachings of Islam based on our character. When 
they hear bias comments on 46ȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ&ÏØ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÌÙÉÎÇȢ ) ËÎÏ× Á -ÕÓÌim. He is the 
ÂÅÓÔ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ )ȭÖÅ ÅÖÅÒ ÍÅÔȢ (Å ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÈÏÎÅÓÔ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȢ (Å ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÈÅÌÐÆÕÌ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒȢ ) 
live close to the masjid ÁÎÄ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÌÉÅÓÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢȱ 
 

 
 
There are two cities, one in the US, one in UK ɀ in these two cities, there are many Muslims, 
more than 50%. The insurance rates in those two cities are higher than anywhere else in 
the whole country because that is where the majority of the insurance frauds occur. 
Muslims are always lying and stealing, thus, setting a bad example. All of that needs to 
ÃÈÁÎÇÅȠ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÓÔÁÒÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÌÙȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÂÌÁÍÉÎÇ ÏÔÈÅr 
people. Imam Ash-3ÈÁÆÉȭÉ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ7e blame the times that we are living in, but there is 
nothing wrong with the times we are living in. The only thing that is wrong with the time 
we are living in is usȢȱ 
 

SINCERITY WILL BRING SUCCESS 

Being sincere and trying to make a difference are great in the sight of Allah , and He 
will reward you. Allah can even allow your actions to spread and benefit others in different 
areas. Whatever organization you help with, people will continue to benefit from it. The 
action will be successful based on your sincerity. Therefore, never belittle a good deed. 
 
Allah will reward us even if terms of bathroom etiquette. When a Muslim leaves the 
bathroom, he or she should leave with a cleaner body in addition to a cleaner bathroom. 
Shaykh Abdulbary Yahya was in Florida giving a lecture, and he saw the janitor standing at 
the door, watching the Muslims and listening to the lecture. Upon finishing the lecture, he 
headed towards the bathroom and found the janitor inside. The ÊÁÎÉÔÏÒ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ) ÈÁÔÅ 
-ÕÓÌÉÍÓȢȱ Shaykh Abdulbary turned around, and asked him why. The janitor saidȟ Ȱ$Ï ÙÏÕ 
see this bathroom here? There is water all over the place. Look at the toilet area, what are 
all these bottles doing here? We rent this place out to all kinds of groups from all kinds of 
ÄÅÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÃÅȢ .Ï ÏÎÅ ÌÅÁÖÅÓ ÉÔ ÁÓ ÄÉÒÔÙ ÁÓ ÙÏÕ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓȦȱ 4ÈÅ 3ÈÁÙËÈ 
talks about cleanliness in Islam, sayÉÎÇȟ Ȱ0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÅØÃÕÓÅ ÕÓȟ ×Å ÃÌÅÁÎ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÂÕÔ ×Å 
sometimes forget to clean whÁÔ ÉÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÕÓȢȱ 4ÁËÅ ÈÏÍÅ ÐÏÉÎÔȡ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÁÖÅ Á ÍÅÓÓ ÏÆ ×ÁÔÅÒ 
everywhere in the bathroom, but rather, clean up after yourself! 
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The above-mentioned story manifests the lack of knowledge we have at times. We may 
have lots of information, but where is the implementation of such information? Where is 
the true practice of Islam and character of Muslims? We teach our children high morals and 
standards, but it is very difficult for them to follow that example when they see the 
opposite in their lives. How many times have we quoted our parents? All the time: my dad 
ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÔÈÉÓȟ ÍÙ ÍÏÍ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÏ ÔÈÉÓȢ "ÕÔ ×ÈÅÎ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÙÏÕÎÇÅÒȟ ×Å ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÌÉÓÔÅÎ ÔÏ 
them. We have a great influence over other people. Therefore, we have to be the best. And 
this requires us to learn from the best.  
 

PLANT YOUR SEED 

The beloved Prophet  said: 

 
Ȱ)Æ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÒ ÓÔÁÒÔÓ ÔÏ ÈÁÐÐÅÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÉÓ Á ÐÁÌÍ ÓÈÏÏÔ ÏÒ ÓÅÅÄÌÉÎÇȠ ÔÈÅÎ ÉÆ 
he's able to plant it before the Hour ÈÁÐÐÅÎÓȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÌÅÔ ÈÉÍ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÉÔȢȱ 
 
Many of us may ÁÓËȟ Ȱ7ÈÁÔ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÃÁÎ ) ÍÁËÅȩ  
)ȭÍ ÊÕÓÔ ÏÎÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȢȱ 4ÈÉÓ powerful hadith clearly  
cuts off such excuses! When you put that seedling  
in the ground, what will happen in the next few  
moments? It will be destroyed because the Hour  
is about to be established! Major lesson learned:  
ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÕÌÔ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÇÏÏÄ  
whether you see it or not. 

 
 
TRY TO BE LIKE THE BEST 
$ÏÎȭÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÂÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÅ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÆ ÔÏ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ÉÓ ÇÏÏÄȢ 4ÒÙ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ best ɀ 

the example set by the Prophet . When you make other people your example/role 
model, they are not perfect, and sometimes they will disappoint you. But you will not be 

disappointed with the Prophet ; in his character, there is not a smidgen that would be 
deemed unacceptable. We can learn about both his public and private life because there is 
no individual whose life has been recorded in more detail than his. We get the whole 
picture from beginning to end, even the thoughts that ran through his mind, which Allah 
ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒȭÁÎȦ (Å ÉÓ -ÕÈÁÍÍÁÄȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÏÎÅȢ (Å ÉÓ !ÈÍÁÄȢ (Å ÉÓ ÐÒÁÉÓÅÄ ÂÙ 
Muslims and non-Muslims, whether they like it or not. No matter what race, language, or 

culture a people come from, they praise Muhammad . He was the most honest, the most 
trustworthy, kind to orphans, kind to widows, and generous; this kind of character is 
praised by every culture. If you praise these attributes, you have ultimately praised the 

Prophet Muhammad  whether you like it or not. We can influeÎÃÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
Islam, and that change starts here with Homecoming.  
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WHAT ARE SOME OF THE MAJOR DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE MAKKAN 
ERA AND THE MADINAN ERA?  

We are studying the Madinan Seerah, the period of time after the hijrah of the Prophet . 
The hijrah is the start of the Islamic calendar ɀ the turning point in the Seerah. There are 
some differences between Makkah and Madinah: 
 
What was the Makkan period like?  
ü In Makkah, the focus was on building individuals  with a strong foundation in 

aqeedah. 
ü The Muslims were weak and a minority, living amongst the non-Muslim majority.  
ü The focus was on survival and conveying the message on an individual basis.  
ü In Makkah, fighting was forbidden, and it was a peaceful daȭwah. 
ü Most of the ayat ÏÆ -ÁËËÁÎ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÔÈÅ (ÅÒÅÁÆÔÅÒȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎ Paradise, 

Hell-Fire, faith, and the greatness of Allah.  
 
What was the Madinan period like?  
ü Muslims were building a Muslim nation.  
ü From the very beginning, it was a nation and a state that was tolerant of other 

religious groups.  
ü People had rights based on justice and peace.  
ü People became united through the Constitution of Madinah.  

 
When you study Seerah, you realize that battles were the last resort. Means were taken to 

avoid confrontation. In the battles of the Prophet , from the beginning to end of Seerah, 
the amount of people killed on both sides was less than many of the battles that came 
afterwards. The whole Seerah had fewer casualties than almost all the major battles in the 

world. Even when Allah  sent down angels, He could have ordered them to kill the 
whole army, but He did not send down such a decree. Just enough people were killed to 
spare lives. This was to make an example - so that the battle would not continue. It also 
allowed more lives to be saved since peace was the objective.  

 
SEERAH ENCOURAGES MODERATION 

The Prophet  left Makkah at a time in which many of the Muslims were greatly 
suffering. When we study the Seerah, we learn how to deal with people in a tolerant 
manner while overcoming differences. The closer you are to the Seerah, the more moderate 
you become. When you fall away from the Sunnah, you fall into extremism.  
 
When people take a hadith out of context, they go astray. When people take part of the deen 
and equate it with the entire deen, they go astray. Even though that one aspect of the deen is 
very important, they ignore the other aspects, thus falling into misguidance.  
 
For example, some people may be very passionate about daȭwah, but they belittle other 
aspects of the deen. They look down on upon those who do not act like them, and this can 
lead to their misguidance. Other people may be very adamant about discussing the 
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establishment of the khilafa and jihad, but they mock scholars who discuss important 
aspects of tahara such as wudu and menses. 4ÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÍÏÃË ÔÈÅÍ ÂÙ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ4hey are the 
scholars of hayd and nifas!ȱ 
 
Some people may focus too much on spirituality whether through dancing or spinning. 
(Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÍÁÙ ÉÇÎÏÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÎÃÉÐÌÅÓ ÏÆ )ÓÌÁÍ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ ÁÎÄ Sunnah in addition 
to the concept of ÂÉÄȭÁÈ. Thus, the go astray. Some may focus on Tawheed, but when 
speaking to them, you realize they have the worst manners and character. They backbite 
other people and speak to you in a rude manner, saying that such things are from the 
Sunnah, when in reality ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ not. Overall, people can go astray when they may have 
information but not knowledge.  
 

 
KNOWLEDGE STARTS TO SHRINK 
Initially, AlMaghrib started with 2 weekend seminars.  
At the beginning, people were asking, only two weekends?  
4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÏÏ ÍÉÎÉÍÁÌȦ Then two weekends became the norm.  
Later, it became too much, so they started offering single  
weekend seminars. Eventually, even that becomes too much,  
and Ilm Night was established. People started having a 
shorter attention span.  

 
Imam at-Tabari has one vast book of tafseer - his tafseer is 36 
huge volumes. When he finished those 36 volumes, he told his students that he intended to 
compile 100 volumes, but he saw that their  zeal was not like his zeal when he was growing 
up. So, he decided to make it  36 volumes. That was the abridged version. Imam An-Nawawi 
has a book called Riyadh as-Saliheen, which is 2 volumes. He compiled this book because 
people complained about not having time to read all the other books. So, he summarized 
and compiled the important components of character and Iman-boosting pearls. Even that 
ended up being too much. So he compiled another summary: 40 hadith An-Nawawi.  
 

When people seek knowledge these days, they 
may read articles and books. However, when 
people study and seek knowledge in an 
unstructured manner, they lack a strong 
foundation. In fact, they may be easily swayed, 
influenced, and deceived. There is a vast amount 
of information available in our times. Some may 
watch a few videos here and there and then give 
fatawa to people who ask about the halal and 
haram. They say that iÔȭÓ halal because I got an 
email about it! Those videos and articles may be 
beneficial, but without a strong foundation, it is 
ÌÉËÅ ÊÕÎË ÆÏÏÄȡ ÉÔ ÍÁÙ ÆÉÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÕÐȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÇÏÏÄ 
for you.  
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BE SERIOUS ABOUT SEEKING KNOWLEDGE 

Be thankful to Allah  for blessing you with the zeal to seek knowledge in a serious way, 

not just by picking and choosing here and there. That is true dedication. Ali bin Hussain   

(the great grandson of the Prophet ) said, ȰWe used to teach the Maghazi (battles and 
campaigns - this is what they called Seerah) like we teach people the QurȭanȢȱ 
 

Allah says in Surah Al-Ahzabȟ ȰThere has certainly been for you in the Messenger of 
Allah an excellent pattern for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Last Day and [who] 
remembers Allah oftenȢȱ ɉσσȡςρɊ Part of studying the Seerah is considered remembrance of 
Allah; there will be peace amongst you when studying it. Allah has testified that it is the 
perfect example! Everyone has a ÄÁÒË ÐÁÓÔȠ ×ÈÅÎ ÓÔÕÄÙÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȟ ×Å may be 
impressed with some aspects but disappointed in others. Every pious person has a past, 

and every sinner has a future. Even before revelation, Allah  protected the Prophet  
from doing things that would be deemed unacceptable.   
 

BENEFITS OF STUDYING SEERAH 

1.) The Prophet  is a perfect example for all of mankind and jinn.  
 

2.) His example is the middle path, the best path, the Straight Path.  
ü The closer you are to the Sunnah, the more moderate you will become 

because ease is built into the Sunnah.  
 

ü 7ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ Sunnah, it makes your life difficult.  
 

3.) It will help you understand the criterion between right and wrong.  
ü You are able to differentiate between that which is good and that which is 

bad. You will not be influenced by society in an evil mannerȢ )Î ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÔÉÍÅÓȟ 
there are certain beliefs that people deem as acceptable, but are they really? 
People may not have accepted such beliefs 15 years ago, but if you say 
ÁÎÙÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÉÔ ÎÏ×ȟ ÔÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ×ÒÏÎÇȢ 9ÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ 
say it is unacceptable.  

 
ü In this country, people have the right to live any way they want as long as 

they are not harming other people. So, if a woman wants to marry another 
woman, or if a man wants to marry another man, that is their right. And they 
ÈÁÖÅ Á ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÁÌÓÏ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔȢ "ÕÔ ÄÏÎȭÔ ) ÈÁÖÅ Á ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ 
is not correct? DoÎȭÔ I have that right in the Constitution? It seems like we 
ÄÏÎȭÔ anymore. Where does it stop? Five years from now, will we say it is ok 
for a man to marry a dog? Some European countries are getting there. They 
have places where a person can spend time with an animal - brothels for 
animals. Even according to their logic of right and wrong, ÄÏÎȭÔ ÙÏÕ at least 
need consent? That is rape!! Who is getting the money? The owners. Is that 
not oppression? Where does it stop? 
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ü Learning the criteria of right and wrong helps you stay on the natural state of 
fit rah. 
 

 
 

4.) Helps ÕÓ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇÓ ÏÆ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÌÙȢ  
 

ü The main source of the Seerah is actually the Qurȭan. 
 

ü This is why Aisha  said ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔȭÓ  ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒȭÁÎȢ 
 

ü 4ÈÅ ÖÅÒÓÅÓ ÏÆ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄ ÉÎ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎ ÃÉÒÃÕÍÓÔÁÎÃÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÆ ×Å ÃÁÎ 
understand the proper context, then we can understand and apply the verses 
appropriately.  

 
 

Ȱ3ÁÙ O Muhammad, "He is Allah, [who is] One, Allah-us-Samad (The Self-Sufficient Master, 
Whom all creatures need, He neither eats nor drinks). He begets not, nor was He begotten. 

And there is none co-equal or comparable unto Him."  
Surah Al-Ikhlas, 1 12:1 -4 

 
ü 7ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÓÁÙÓȟ ȰSay of Muhammad!ȱȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÆÅÒ ÔÏȩ 3ÁÙ ×ÈÁÔȩ 4Ï 

whom? In what occasion? If we know the proper context, then we know how 

to use it. This Surah is in reference to the Makkans asking the Prophet , 
Ȱ/ -ÕÈÁÍÍÁÄȟ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÂÅ ÙÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄ ÔÏ ÕÓȢȱ 3Ï, Allah then revealed these ayat. 
 

ü There is wisdom in the Qurȭan, and knowing how to appropriately use the 
ayat can help us in daȭwah. So, when people say, ȰDescribe your lord to us,ȱ 
we know how to respond! These are all verses telling us how to deal with 
people in certain situations even in our modern times.  
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ü 4ÈÅ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ ÁÌÓÏ ÈÅÌÐÓ ÕÓ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ )ÓÌÁÍȭÓ ÓÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÎ ÓÁÍÅ-sex marriage. In 

fact, the Prophet  spoke about these individuals. We realize the 
importance of understanding Islam through a holistic perspective as we take 
ÉÎÔÏ ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ ÉÎ ÁÄÄÉÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Sunnah and Seerah. Those who do not 
×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÊÅct the Sunnah and Seerah, allowing them to 
ÍÉÓÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ×ÈÉÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÉÒÅÓȢ  

 

5.) Helps us increase our love for the Messenger of Allah . 
ü The more we learn about him, the more we will love him. 

 
ü The more we love him, the easier it will to follow his example.  

 
ü We are drawn to his generosity, kindness, and sacrifice. 

 
ü It helps us have the greatest blessing of Iman, and Islam, and la ilaha illa 

Allah. There is no greater blessing than that. 
 

ü We learn about the sacrifice the Prophet  and the Companions  made 
in order for us to have Iman in our lives.  

 
ü In general, people will emulate those whom they love. Corporations pay so 

much money to sports stars and celebrities to endorse their products.  
o E.g. Michael Jordan - he worked with Air Jordan Nike shoes. He was 

number 23 and 45. He ate Wheaties, and he wore Hanes underwear. 
We know this because he is paid millions of dollars to endorse 
products because people like him and want to be like him. When you 
like people, you want to follow them, wear what they wear, speak and 
play like them.  
 

ü In magazines, we see topics about celebrities such as their vacation, rehab, 
divorce, weight loss, and even their incident of falling down. We claim to love 

the Prophet  more than anyone else, even more than ourselves, but we 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÚÅÁÌ ÔÏ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÈÉÓ ÌÉÆÅȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙ ÐÁÙÓ ÓÐÏÒÔÓ ÓÔÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ 
celebrities more than teachers, there is something wrong, and priorities are 
mixed up. 

 
ü As Muslims, if we follow the Qurȭan and Sunnah, we will be the best as Allah 

 says: 

 
Ȱ4ÈÕÓ 7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÙÏÕ Á 7ÁÓÁÔ ɉÊÕÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔɊ ÎÁÔÉÏÎȣȱ  

Surah Al-Baqarah, 2:143  
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ü Allah made us the best ummah so that we can set an example for others to 

follow . On the Day of Judgment, people will make excuses. However, we are 
the example that is still strong on the teachings of Qurȭan and Sunnah. When 
they say that everyone is corrupt, we ×ÏÎȭÔ ÂÅȢ 
 

6.) Gives us hope and increase our Iman .  
 

7.) Allows  us to understand the deen as a whole. 
 

8.) We learn how to convey this message to other people.  
ü We realize that daȭwah is our responsibility, and we can all make a difference. 

 

 
 

Ȱ3ÁÙȟ Ȭ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ ×ÁÙȠ ) ÉÎÖÉÔÅ ÔÏ !ÌÌÁÈ ×ÉÔÈ ÉÎÓÉÇÈÔȟ ) ÁÎÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÆÏÌÌÏ× me. And exalted is 
!ÌÌÁÈȠ ÁÎÄ ) ÁÍ ÎÏÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÅ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ (ÉÍȢȭ΅  

Surah Yusuf, 12:108  
 

ü So, the path of the Prophet  is to call people to Allah. 
 
ü 7Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÃÁÌÌ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ 3ÈÁÙËÈ ÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ 3ÈÁÙËÈ ÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ 

organization. Rather we call to Allah, and that is success.  
 

ü When others mock the Prophet , we take advantage of that opportunity 
to teach them true Islam.  

 

If we claim to love the Prophet  while lacking the ÚÅÁÌ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÉÍȟ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÒÕÌÙ 
love him as he should be loved. If it is important to us, we will make time to learn. )ÔȭÓ not 
that we ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÉÔȭÓ just not important enough for us to make time. Same with the 
Qurȭan. 0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÓÁÙȟ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÄ 1ÕÒȭan; ÂÕÔ ÉÆ ÉÔȭÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔant to you, you will 
make time for it. 
 
Instead of focusing solely on events and information, we will focus on applying the Seerah 
to our current times. In order to show people that Islam is the true religion, we must prove 
ÔÈÁÔ )ÓÌÁÍ ÉÓ Á ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÔÉÍÅȢ !ÎÄ ÉÔ ÉÓ indeed the most practical religion, 
the Straight Path. 
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THE ARRIVAL OF THE PROPHET  

When the Prophet  arrived in Madinah on Friday, the 12th of 2ÁÂÉȭ ÁÌ-Awwal 1 A.H. 
(September 27, 622 A.D.), it was very festive because the Companions were waiting for 
him. Most of the Arabs had already accepted Islam from both the Aws and the Khazraj. They 
were archrivals, and they had been battling each other for the last few decades. The Jews 
were also in Madinah because they were expecting the arrival of the final Messenger of 
God. They were given glad tidings and signs of the final Prophet by the previous 

Messengers of God such as Musa  and Isa .  
 
So, they knew of his arrival based on the Torah. They knew he was going to make his base 
in a land with palm trees between two lava fields and stony tracks ɀ this is the description 
of Madinah. So, they lived in Madinah, waiting for the final Prophet to arrive. Every time 
there was a confrontation/battle between the Arabs and Jews, the Jews would always say 
to the Arabs (Aws and Khazraj), ȰThe time is nearing of the arrival of the final Prophet, and 
when he comes, we will fight along his side and destroy you pagansȢȱ 
 
It was from the Jews that the Arabs knew of a final Prophet to come. Twenty years before 

the hijrah, the Khazraj went to Makkah for negotiations. When the Prophet  met them, 
he called them to Allah. This small group of 5 people looked at each other and discussed 
how this is the man whom the Jews had been talking about for so many years, this is the 
man whom they have been threatening us with. They knew that whoever would be with 
him would be victorious. They said, Ȱ,ÅÔȭÓ ÂÅÁÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÈÉÍȦȱ They wanted to accept his 
message because if they chose him as their leader, they would be victorious.  
 

4(% $!9 /& "5ȭ!4( 

This was at a time right after the major battle between the Aws and the Khazraj. Aisha  
ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰThe day of "ÕȭÁÔÈ was a day (i.e. battle) which Allah caused to take place just before 

ÔÈÅ ÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ (ÉÓ !ÐÏÓÔÌÅ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÅÎ !ÌÌÁÈȭÓ !ÐÏÓÔÌÅ  came to Madinah, they (the 
tribes) had divided (into hostile groups) and their nobles had been killed; and all that 
facilitÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ )ÓÌÁÍȢȱ 
 
This was the day in which the majority of the elders were killed, and only the youngsters 
remained. The young people in Madinah were tired of all the fighting, and they wanted a 

new leader. So, they found that leader in the Prophet . When the Prophet left from 
Makkah to Madinah, he was not escaping as a refugee, but rather he was invited to Madinah 
to be their leader. That was the agreement in the Treaty of Aqabah, specifically the 2nd 
ÂÁÉȭÙÁÈ (pledge). The fir st agreement was that the people would agree to listen and obey 
their new leader. They were excited and happy; it was the most joyous day in their lives. 

Before his arrival, the Prophet  sent the great Companion MusȭÁÂ ÂÉÎ 5ÍÁÙÒ  from 
Makkah to Madinah. Musȭab had called most of the people in Madinah to Islam. So, when 

the Prophet  arrived, by the help of Allah, most of the people were already Muslim.  
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ABDULLAH BIN UBAY ɀ LEADER OF THE HYPOCRITES 
Everyone had accepted Islam with the exception of a few who followed their leader 

Abdullah bin Ubay bin Salul. They had a meeting before the arrival of the Prophet , and 

they had chosen him as their leader and had made him a crown. When the Prophet  
arrived, Abdullah bin Ubay hated him, and he did not want to follow him; so, he became the 
leader of the hypocrites. There were several different groups in Madinah: a group of Arabs 
who did not accept Islam (minority), the Jews, and the Muslims from Aws and Khazraj.  The 
Aws and Khazraj would kill each other over many issues. The youngsters were seeking a 
new leader, but they could not choose someone from Khazraj; the Khazraj had lost the 
battle of "ÕȭÁÔÈ to the Aws. The Khazraj were the majority and Aws the minority, but 
Khazraj still lost. They reluctantly chose Abdullah bin Ubay.  
 

When the Prophet  reached Madinah, the Jews saw all the signs of Prophethood in him, 
but they did not accept his message. Let us analyze their though process: when people are 
expecting something and bragging about it, they want to be the first to have it. When 
someone else has it before them, they become mad and jealous, and they start disparaging 
it instead of praising it. For example if an Apple fan eagerly waits for the latest iPhone 8, 
but his friend gets it 2 days before the release ÄÁÔÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÍÁÙ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ/h well, I heard 
ÔÈÅ É0ÈÏÎÅ ψ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÇÒÅÁÔȢȱ He wanted to brag about being the first to have it, but when 
someone else gets it before him, ÈÅ ÂÅÃÏÍÅÓ ÊÅÁÌÏÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÉÔ ÁÎÙÍÏÒÅ. Even if 
you give him the iPhone 8, he ×ÉÌÌ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÃÈÉÌÄÉÓÈȦȱ 
 

 
 

So, the Arabs beat the Jews to the Prophet  even though the Jews bragged about him so 

much. Amongst the Jews, Saffiyah  said her uncle came, and he was very saddened after 
ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔȢ (ÉÓ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰIs ÉÔ ÈÉÍȩȱ (Å ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰYÅÓȢȱ (Å ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ) ×ÉÌÌ ÆÉÇÈÔ ÈÉÍ 
until the day I dieȢȱ 7ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÊÕÓÔ ×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÈÉÍ? The Prophethood was with the 
Arabs, which was a big test for the Jews ɀ a test that they failed with the exception of a few. 
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Chapter One: Factors  Affecting Unity 
and Disunity  

How did the Prophet  unite the people of Madinah when they came from different 
religions, cultures, and tribes? These were people who used to hate each other. Aws hated 
everything about Khazraj and vice versa. But there was a change coming - la ilaha illa Allah. 
This change started in Makkah, but the strongest transformation in which Islam started to 
spread in all of Arabia and all over the world started in a small city called Yathrib. The 

name was later changed to Madinah Rasullullah (City of the Prophet ).  
 

THE BUILDING OF A NATION 
Unity and Co-ÅØÉÓÔÅÎÃÅȡ Ȱ/ÎÅ .ÁÔÉÏÎ 5ÎÄÅÒ 'ÏÄȟ ×ÉÔÈ ,ÉÂÅÒÔÙ ÁÎÄ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ !ÌÌȢȱ 
In Arabia, people used to look down upon others, such as those who had different color 

skin. After the Prophet  conquered Makkah, Bilal  was ordered to give the athan 
atop the +ÁȭÂÁÈ. When people saw a black man standing on the +ÁȭÂÁÈ, the new Muslims 

said ȟȰ!lhamdulillah my father died before seeing thisȢȱ The Prophet  heard what some 
people were saying, and he ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȟ Ȱ4here is no superiority of an Arab over a non-
Arab, or a red-man (i.e. white, because when they blush they turn red) over a black man, 
except with taqwaȢȱ He was uniting people who were racist. They united and held hands 
with people from Abyssinia who were former slaves.  
 

The Prophet  was able to unite them all, and that change would later reach the rest of 
Arabia. But that change started in Madinah. A new nation was born which gave rise to a 
major transition. But keep in mind that this new nation was weak at the beginning.  
 

THE HIJRAH (MIGRATION) TO MADINAH 1 A.H. 

Aisha  ÎÁÒÒÁÔÅÄȡ Ȱ) ÈÅÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ  ÓÁÙȟ Ȭ) ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÈÏ×Î ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÔÏ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÙÏÕ 
×ÉÌÌ ÉÍÍÉÇÒÁÔÅȡ ÉÔ ÈÁÓ ÐÁÌÍ ÔÒÅÅÓ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ Ô×Ï ÌÁÖÁ ÆÉÅÌÄÓȟ Ô×Ï ÓÔÏÎÙ ÔÒÁÃÔÓȢȭȱ [Bukhari]  
 

Al-"ÁÒÁȭ  ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÏÎÅÓ ×ÈÏ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÕÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ  
×ÅÒÅ -ÕÓȭÁÂ ÂȢ Ȭ5ÍÁÙÒ ÁÎÄ )ÂÎ 5ÍÍ -ÁËÔÕÍȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÕÓ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒȭÁÎȢ 4ÈÅÎ 
Ȭ!ÍÍÁÒȟ "ÉÌÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ 3ÁȭÄ ÃÁÍÅȟ ÔÈÅÎ Ȭ5ÍÁÒ ÂȢ ÁÌ-Khattab came with twenty others. Then the 

Prophet  came, and I never saw the people of Madinah rejoice more than that. They 

ÒÅÊÏÉÃÅÄ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÓÁ× ÔÈÅ ÇÉÒÌÓ ÁÎÄ ÂÏÙÓ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȭ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈ ; 
he has come.ȭȱ [Bukhari]  
 

 
 
 
 
 



Qabeelat Wasat  Homecoming 
October 2016                                                                                                      Shaykh Abdulbary Yahya 
 

 20 

THE MOSQUE 
What is the role of the Mosques, Community Centers, and Islamic Schools in the West?  

When trying to unite the community, we must ensure that the masjid is welcoming to all: 
men, women, children, new Muslims, and old Muslims. The masjid must have plenty of 
activities and resources that should attract people to the masjid. Never expand the masjid 
ÕÎÌÅÓÓ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÓÐÁÃÅ ÆÏÒ Fajr.  
 

 
 
You should spend any resources you have in order to bring people to the masjid. If half the 
community makes up youth, or half the community makes up women, then resources 
should be spent accordingly. Many of our masajid have activities and programs that are 
geared towards men over 40 years of age, but that has to change. Even during the time of 

the Prophet , the masjid had activities for those other than older men. In fact, he even 
had specific days just for women, even though the women were free to come to any of those 
programs/lectures/prayers that the men attended.  
 

The Prophet  taught us not to prevent the female servants of Allah from going to the 

masajid even though their houses are better for them. The son of Umar  prevented some 

women from going to the masjid. When Umar  heard him, he became so angry at his son 
that he refused to speak to him until the day he died. He wanted to make sure no one would 
do such a thing and to show people the importance of allowing women to attend the masjid.  
 
We must first realize that everyone needs to support the masjid. Zakat money can even go 
towards Islamic centers and Islamic schools as this falls within the scope of the eight zakat 

ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔÓ ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒȭÁÎȢ $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ , people would give 
camels as sadaqah and zakah.  
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In Muslim countries, the government would establish many of these Islamic institutions. 
But in non-Muslim countries, the government does not support such causes. Thus, we must 
take care of our own community before we send our wealth outside, especially zakat. The 
majority of scholars say it is not permissible to send zakat ÏÖÅÒÓÅÁÓȢ )Î ÔÈÅ 3ÈÁÆÉȭÉȭ madhab, 
one is not allowed to send zakat past the limit of a traveler (i.e. distance for shortening 

prayer). The Prophet  ÓÅÎÔ -ÕȭÁÄÈ ÂÉÎ *ÁÂÁÌ  to Yemen and sÁÉÄȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ Á 
nation from the people of the Scripture, so let the first thing to which you will invite them, 
be the la ilaha illa Allah. If they learn that, tell them that Allah has enjoined on them, five 
prayers to be offered in one day and one night. And if they pray, tell them that Allah has 
enjoined on them zakat of their properties and it is to be taken from the rich among them 

ÁÎÄ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÏÒȢȱ 4ÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ  ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÓÁÙ ÈÅ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÔÁËÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÁÎÄ 
send it back to Madinah (even though there were poor people in Madinah).  
 

 
 
There is an exception for relatives such as aunts and uncles in need. Supporting them is 
also considered enjoining relations. If we send our zakat ÍÏÎÅÙ ÔÏ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ×ȟ ÉÔ 
does not have the same effect of strengthening the community. We can still send money 
overseas, but we can use that sadaqah to help refugees. For example, we can send the 
money to countries such as Palestine, Jordan, Turkey, Somalia, and other countries that 
suffer from affliction. The money can be used to help orphans and build wells. We think 
globally, but we work locally as we first take care of those around us. If you have yet to take 
care of the people around you, then you cannot send your money overseas.  
 

 
!22)6!, ). 15"!ȭ 
A Mosque Founded on Righteousness  

The hijrah of the Prophet  took about 2 weeks (to go from Makkah to Madinah). When 
he first arrived, the Companions were waiting; he entered a town south of Madinah called 

1ÕÂÁȭȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÂÕÉÌÔ Á ÍÁÓÊÉÄ ÆÏÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ×ÏÒÓÈip Allah . It also served as a gathering 
ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÍÅÅÔ ÏÎÅ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÓË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎ 
important concept in terms of establishing a community.  
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The masjid of the Prophet  ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÓÊÉÄ ÁÔ 1ÕÂÁȭ ×ÅÒÅ ÂÏÔÈ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÉÍÐÌe. There were 

no domes; in fact, there were no domes during the time of Prophet  or the ËÈÕÌÁÆÁÁȭ ÁÒ-
rashideen. Domes came much later on. Many scholars say that it is not Sunnah, but you can 

have a minaret. Even though the masjid of the Prophet  was simple, it was very blessed.  
 

The Prophet  said that whoever perfects his wudu, then goes ÔÏ ÔÈÅ -ÏÓÑÕÅ ÏÆ 1ÕÂÁȭ 
and prays there, he will have the reward of an ȬUmrah.   
 

 

 
 

Ȱȣ! ÍÏÓÑÕÅ ÆÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÏÎ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓÎÅÓÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÄÁÙ ÉÓ ÍÏÒÅ ×ÏÒÔÈÙ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ stand in. 
7ÉÔÈÉÎ ÉÔ ÁÒÅ ÍÅÎ ×ÈÏ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÏ ÐÕÒÉÆÙ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓȠ ÁÎÄ !ÌÌÁÈ ÌÏÖÅÓ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÐÕÒÉÆÙ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓȢȱ 

Surah at-Tawbah, 9:108  
 

ARRIVAL IN MADINAH ɀ 4!,!ȭ !, "!$25 !,!9.! 
A Joyous Day for the People  

Anas bin Malik  said that he never saw two more contrasting days: the day the Prophet 

 arrived in Madinah and the day he passed away. The day he arrived, people were very 
joyous. People started singing the nasheed Ȱ4ÁÌÁȭ ÁÌ ÂÁÄÒÕ ÁÌÁÙÎÁȱȢ 3ÏÍÅ ÓÃÈÏÌÁÒÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÁÙ 
this incident is based on a weak opinion; the words mention a valley (thaniyyati 'l -×ÁÄÁȬ), 

which the Prophet  came from, but this valley is in the north while the Prophet is 
coming from the south. Many scholars say that people sang this nasheed when the Prophet 

 returned from Tabuk. Ibn Qayyim says that the valley stretches from the north to the 
south, and thus there is no contradiction. Overall, the Companions were very happy to see 

the Prophet  as they had been eagerly awaiting his arrival.  
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Almost everyone in Madinah was Muslim, even though many people had not yet seen the 

Prophet . He was the most famous, well-known person in all of Arabia; he was the 
ȰÃÒÏ×Î ÐÒÉÎÃÅȱȢ /Î ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÂÏÒÎȟ ÈÉÓ ÌÉÎÅÁÇÅ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÎÏÂÌÅȡ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÈÅÒȟ 
grandfather, and great grandfather were like the royal family. Abdul-Muttalib, his 
grandfather, was very famousɂmany incidents occurred during his time, which raised his 
status. He was almost legendary because of the well of ZamZam and the slaughtering of his 
10th son; in fact, people would even tell these stories to their children. The Quraysh were 

like the royal family. Allah protected the +ÁȭÂÁÈ. He sent birds with stones that 
destroyed the huge army from Yemen. The noblest of Quraysh was Banu Hashim, and the 

noblest amongst them was the Prophet . They were known as the People of God and 
were very respected. When the Prophet was born, he was the son of Abdullah, the most 
famous son of Abdul-Muttalib.  
 

Most ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ the Prophet  looked like, so it was all word of mouth 

based on stories. When he came from Makkah, Abu Bakr  was actually more well-known 
and recognized than the Prophet since he did not travel as much as Abu Bakr who was a 
merchant (specifically, the best merchant of Makkah). On their journey to Madinah, they 

passed by a caravan that was unaware of the bounty Quraysh had put on the Prophet  

and Abu Bakr Ȣ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÓËÅÄ !ÂÕ "ÁËÒȟ Ȱ7ÈÏ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕȩȱ (Å ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÄȟ Ȱ(Å 

ÉÓ ÍÙ ÇÕÉÄÅȟ ÈÅ ÓÈÏ×Ó ÍÅ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙȢȱ !ÂÕ "ÁËÒ ×ÁÓ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ , 
making people think he was a hired guide. 
 

4(% &)234 *5-5ȭ!( 3!,!( 

The Prophet  prayed his first *ÕÍÕȭÁÈ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÉÎ Á ÖÁÌÌÅÙ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ 1ÕÂÁȭ ÁÎÄ -ÁÄÉÎÁÈȢ 
After *ÕÍÕȭÁÈ, he entered Madinah on his camel (Qaswa). Everyone wanted to take the 
reign of his camel because they wanted to host him, including the Aws and the Khazraj.  
 

The Prophet  said to leave the camel alone because it is being commandedɂwherever 
it settles, then that is where I will settle. He ended up in the Khazraji neighborhood with 

Zayd ibn Khalid, better known as Abu Ayyub al-Ansari , from the Najjari  clan. They are 

amongst the people who are directly related to the Prophet . Hashim who was the great 

grandfather of the Prophet  was married to the noblest woman of Madinah, Salma al-
Najjari. She gave birth to Abdul-Muttalib in Madinah, and he was known as Shayba. 
-ÁÄÉÎÁÈ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ Á ÔÒÁÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ×Î ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÇÏ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÆÏÒ ȬUmrah and Hajj; the 
major trading town in Arabia was Makkah. So, Al-Muttalib brought Shayba to Makkah to 
help him establish his nobility in Arabia based on his lineage. When the two entered 
Makkah, people did not know Shayba was the son of Hashim, so they thought Al-Muttalib 

had bought a slave (i.e. Abdul Muttalib). The Prophet  first asked to meet the leaders of 
Banu Najjar because we have been ordered to enjoin relations and have strong family 
bonds.  
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BUILDING MASJID AN-NABAWI 

The Prophet  stayed in the house of Abu Ayyub al-Ansari. They had not built a masjid 
ÙÅÔȟ ÓÏ ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÌÏÏËÅÄ ÆÏÒ Á ÐÉÅÃÅ ÏÆ ÌÁÎÄ ÃÌÏÓÅ ÔÏ !ÂÕ !ÙÙÕÂȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅȢ (Å ÆÏÕÎÄ Á ÐÁÔÃÈ ÏÆ 
land used to dry dates, and he was told that it belonged to two young boys who were 

orphans. The orphans wanted to donate the land to the Prophet , but he refused to 
accept it as charity. Instead, he asked for their guardians and paid for the land with his very 
own money.  
 
Any time a child under the age of puberty becomes involved with a financial transaction, he 
or she needs the approval of the guardian before buying or selling anything. In Islam, one 
ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÔÁËÅ ÁÄÖÁÎÔÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÌÙ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÖÁÌÕÅ of money. The 

Prophet  did not accept the charity because the two orphan boys did not have full 
capacity over their wealth. For example, say a child inherits a BMW and a house, and his or 
her parents have passed away. Someone may offer them 2 bags of candy in exchange for 
the car keysɂthe child may give it away. So, because the child does not yet possess proper 
ÊÕÄÇÍÅÎÔȟ ÈÅ ÏÒ ÓÈÅ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÔÈÅ ÇÕÁÒÄÉÁÎȭÓ ÁÐÐÒÏÖÁÌȢ  
 

4ÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔȭÓ  masjid was very simple; it did not even have a roof. The area that was 
open had palm fiber leaves from date trees. Whenever it would rain, the water would seep 

through. If it rained on Friday, the Prophet  would order the ÍÕȭÁÄÈÉÎ to say: pray in 
your houses. So, if it there is a snowstorm, which makes it difficult and hazardous for us to 
attend *ÕÍÕȭÁÈ, it is permissible for us to pray at home. 
 

AHLU US-SUFFA 

The masjid of the Prophet  was a place where people gathered. It was not just for 
worship; it was also a place where people lived if they had nowhere else to go. These 
people became known as Ahl us-Suffaɂthey were the poor. In our times, they would be 
considered university students living in a dormitory. They were also the standing army; 

whenever the Prophet  wanted to send someone on a mission to investigate an issue, he 
would send Ahl us-Suffa. They were also students of knowledge.  
 

The Prophet  would share whatever he had with the people living in the masjid. Many 
people coming from Makkah did not have anything except the clothing on their backs. The 
Prophet allowed the ÙÏÕÎÇÓÔÅÒÓȟ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÎÏÔ ÍÁÒÒÉÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÔÏ 

stay with him in the masjid. If food came as sadaqah (charity), the Prophet  would not 
eat from eat but rather give it to Ahl us-Suffa. If food came as a hadiya (gift), he would eat 
from it too.   
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4(% 02/0(%4ȭ3  INAUGURATION SPEECH 

When he arrived, the Prophet  came as their leader, not as a refugee. Any time you have 
a new leader, the first speech is very important. When the president of the U.S. delivers the 
inaugural speech, it is a very crucial moment because it will lay the foundation for the new 
administration. 
 

Abdullah b. Salam  ÎÁÒÒÁÔÅÄȡ Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈ  came to al-Madinah, the 

ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÒÕÓÈÅÄ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÈÉÍ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ4ÈÅ -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈ  ÈÁÓ ÃÏÍÅȦȭ ) ÃÁÍÅ 

along with the people to see him, and when I looked at the face of the Messenger of Allah , 
) ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÃÅ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÃÅ ÏÆ Á ÌÉÁÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄ ×ÁÓȟ Ȭ/È ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÓÐÒÅÁÄ 
(the greeting of) salam, offer food to people, and pray at night when people are sleeping. You 

will enter Paradise in peace.ȭȱ [Bukhari]  
 

Abdullah b. Salam  was one of the respected Jewish rabbis who was awaiting the final 

messenger. When the Prophet  spoke the above words, he was addressing everyone: 

Muslims, non-Muslims, Arabs, and Jews. The words of the Prophet  were very few, but 
they were very powerful and encompassed vast meaning.  
 

SPREAD THE SALAM 
This is often neglected in our times, ÁÓ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÒÅÅÔ  
or visit each other. The specific wording in the speech  
encourages us to not only give salam, but also go out 
 and make connections while strengthening bonds. We  
should visit people for the sake of Allah. We should 
also greet people whether we know them or not. In 
our times, people no longer give the salam, or sometimes they only give the salam when 
they need something.  When Shaykh Abdulbary was walking in his village, he would spread 
ÔÈÅ ÓÁÌÁÍȢ 0ÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÁÙ ÓÁÌÁÍ ÂÁÃËȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÁÓËȟ Ȱ!ÂÄÕÌÂÁÒÙȟ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ 
ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇȩȱ (Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÁÙ ÎÏȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÈÅ ÇÏÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅȦ .Ï ÏÎÅ 
gives salam unless they need something. 
 

The Prophet  said that amongst the signs of the Last Day is that the salam will only be 
used for those whom you know or if you want to know something. For example, you may 
ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ!ÓÓÁÌÁÍÕ !ÌÁÉËÕÍȢ $Ï ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÏÓÅÓÔ ÈÁÌÁÌ ÒÅÓÔÁÕÒÁÎÔ ÉÓȩȱ 
 

The Prophet  said, Ȱ9ÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÅÎÔÅÒ 0ÁÒÁÄÉÓÅ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÙÏÕ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ, and you will not 
believe until you love each other. Shall I show you something that, if you did, you would 
love each other? Spread salam ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÙÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓȢȱ [Muslim]  
 

ENJOIN RELATIONS 
Make the effort to visit, as it is an act of worship.  It will strengthen your family bonds when 
you visit your siblings. 
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OFFER FOOD TO PEOPLE 
This is not restricted to giving food to the poor. In general, we should gift others. And the 
simplest gift to give is food. If you make soup or broth, make extra so you can give some to 
your neighbors. When the gift is not expected, it becomes even more valuable. Allah will 
increase the love between you and others: ÓÐÏÕÓÅÓȟ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓȟ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔȟ this is 
Prophetic guidance. When the family is disintegrated and destroyed, so is society.  

 
PRAY AT NIGHT WHEN PEOPLE ARE SLEEPING 

The Prophet  also said to pray at night when others are sleep; this act of ibadah 
ultimately fosters sincerity and allows our masajid and Islamic schools to prosper. We 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓÈ ÓÏ ÍÕÃÈ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÆ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÃÁÒÅ ×ÈÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄ ÃÒÅÄÉÔȢ ! ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
may be divided because an individual will refuse to accept an idea that he or she did not 
come up with. This is lack of sincerity. We need projects and programs that will build 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÓÉÎÃÅÒÉÔÙȢ 7ÈÅÎ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÓÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÁÒÄ Á khateeb talking about Tahajjud 
prayer? It should be encouraged and spoken about very often! Fasting also builds sincerity, 
and we can even host iftars to encourage people to fast on Mondays and Thursdays. When 
there is food, it makes a difference! More people come to the masjid. Whenever food came 

to the Prophet , he would share it with other people, so it is part of the Sunnah.  
 

WHAT WAS IT LIKE AT THE MOSQUE OF THE PROPHET ? 

The Prophet  would know if a Companion was sick or not from the Fajr salah.  After 
Fajr, he would look to see who is missing because he was so concerned for his people. He 
would ask if they were ok, and he would visit them. Instead of constructing buildings, we 
need to build individuals. 
 

During the time of the Prophet , the Muslims would sit and share stories after Fajr. 
They would laugh in the masjid while speaking about the dunya! On one occasion, the 
Companions ate watermelon and then started a food fight; they were throwing food at each 

other in the masjid of the Prophet ! We need to make the masjid not only a place for 
prayer, but also a meeting place where people meet each other and strengthen the 
community. In some masajid, the board is in control even though they never come to the 
masjid.  
 
Some people will always like you. At least 10% will always hate you and criticize you. Do 
not let the loud minority stop you from benefitting the other 90%.  
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THE SOCIETY OF MADINAH 
Madinah was comprised of both Muslims and non-Muslims. In addition to the muhajarun, 
there were also the Ansar. The social system was based on compassion and responsibility, 
as people would take care of one another. The Ansar were a very generous people, and they 
were known for their generosity even before Islam. A leader from Yemen once brought an 
army to attack Madinah due a conflict they had with the Ansar. During the day, the two 
parties would fight one another. But during the night, the people of Madinah would cook 
and bring food to their enemies because they considered them to be guests! They believed 
it necessary to treat their guests with nobility. The people of Yemen asked themselves: how 
can we fight a people who give us food in the night, which gives us energy to fight them 
during the day? So, the army of Yemen stopped fighting and left Madinah.  
 
When people are known for their generosity, they try to live up to that reputation. As 
Muslims, we should always strive to have the highest standards and live up to the best 
reputation.  
 

PAIRING UP THE MUHAJIRUN WITH THE ANSAR 

When the muhajirun arrived in Madinah, the Prophet  paired them up with the Ansar 
who agreed to give the muhajirun half of their wealth and land. However, the Prophet 
disapproved, explaining that such an offer will not work. After all, the people of Madinah 
were farmers while the people of Makkah were merchants. If a Muslim from Chicago moves 
to Kansas where he receives a large plot of land, he or she would lack the knowledge to 
properly farm it. He or she would naturally sell the land (and probably at a cheaper price 
ÔÈÁÎ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÔȭÓ ×ÏÒÔÈȦɊȢ ,ÉËÅ×ÉÓÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ -ÁËËÁÈ ×ÅÒÅ ÍÅÒÃÈÁÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÃËÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
knowledge of farming.  
 
The Ansar then agreed to totally support the muhajirun while they themselves work the 
land. When the Ansar harvest their crops, they will give the muhajirun half of their profits. 
But this method would make the muhajirun lazy! 
 

The Prophet  suggested that both the Ansar and the muhajirun work the lands together 
and that the Ansar ask them for help (instead of giving them half the land). That way, the 
muhajirun will start to learn farming. And when the profit comes, they would share it. The 
Ansar adopted this method, and thus, they started to support and teach the muhajirun.  
 

ESTABLISHING BROTHERHOOD 
From this incident, we realize how willing the Ansar were to help their brothers for the 
sake of Allah. These were people whom they did not even know, but they were still 
prepared to give. Our deen teaches us the importance of having a strong community based 
on compassion and generosity. We must learn to help the refugees in our communities; 
they will work hard and then give back later.  Companies even offer scholarships because 
they know the students will naturally want to give back to the company in the future. We 
help others for the sake of Allah based on sincerity, and this makes us the best.  
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ARE WE FOLLOWING THEIR EXAMPLE? 
During the first expansion of Al-Masjid Al-Haram, the Muslims were looking for a company 
to install air conditioning in the masjid. They agreed to hire a British company and told 
them to send their best employee to Saudi Arabia. The Muslims eagerly wait at the airport 
for the top engineer to arrive in Jeddah. Everyone has disembarked the plane, but they ÃÁÎȭÔ 
find the engineer. They call the British company and ask about his whereabouts. The 
company explains that he was indeed on the flight. Eventually, a man comes up to the 
-ÕÓÌÉÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÓËÓȟ Ȱ!ÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÇÉÎÅÅÒȩ 4ÈÁÔȭÓ ÍÅȢȱ 4ÈÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓȭ faces 
change completely. Why? Because he was a Pakistani Muslim! And they wanted a white 
man! This mentality is not part of our deen. Instead of helping other Muslims and being 
proud of their accomplishments, we like to put others down because of their race.  
 
This mentality is in stark contrast to that of the Companions. The Companions helped one 
another and were even willing to sacrifice half of their wealth for people from a completely 
different tribe. Bilal himself had different colored skin. Muslims today need to help one 
another. We often speak about empowerment and education that will help us become 
experts in different fields. We cannot take interest-based loans, yet ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÏÆÆÅÒ 
scholarships for Muslim students. In terms of medical coverage, the Muslim community 
should help people cover their medical bills. Instead of relying on insurance companies, we 
can use the zakat money to cover these expenses. 
 
There was a brother working in Saudi Arabia, and he was being paid very well. When he 
accepted Islam, the company actually lowered his salary because it no longer needed to 
force him to stay. Rather, the brother wanted to live in Saudi Arabia of his own accord.  
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The Constitution of Madinah  
 
The first constitution in humanity was the Constitution of Madinah. It established the first 
Muslim nation, a new country based on la ilaha illa Allah. The Constitution of Madinah was 
based on justice and served as the backbone for other constitutions to follow, including the 
United States Constitution. Thomas Jefferson actually used concepts found in the 
Constitution of Madinah in order to establish justice and equality in the United States in 
which people are guaranteed religious freedom.  
 

In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. 
 

This is a document from Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, concerning Emigrants 
and Helpers and those who followed and strove with them.  

 
1.) They are one nation to the exclusion of other people. 
 

 This was to be one under God. Even though people belonged to different groups and 
tribes in addition to holding different beliefs, they were to form one county. This 
ideology contrasts the custom of each tribe serving as its own country. Such a 
diverse nation was not prevalent in those days. 

 
2.) The Emigrants of Quraysh (according to their present custom) shall unite together 
and pay blood money among themselves, and shall ransom honorably their prisoners. 
Every tribe of the Helpers unite together, as they were at first, and every section among 
them will pay a ransom for acquitting its relative prisoners.  
 

 The Helpers refers to the Ansar. Let us analyze the custom of Arabia at that time: 
each tribe would take care of its own people. If someone from tribe X accidentally 
kills someone from tribe Y, all of tribe X would collect money on behalf of the person 
to pay the blood money. Blood money was very expensive during the time of the 

Prophet . The one who kills by mistake must pay 100 camels to the family of the 
deceased. In our times, regular cars such as Sedans would be like donkeys. Luxury 
cars such as BMWs and SUVs would be like camels. Sports cars like Ferraris would 
be like horses. So, how much would 100 SUVs cost? It would be in the millions! Most 
families would not be able to afford it. So, the tribe comes together to help its own 
people. This was a concept present during the time of Jahilliyah.  
 

 In Islam, the Prophet  teaches us to continue this custom of helping one other. If 
the custom did not contradict the teachings of Islam, it was affirmed in the 
Constitution of Madinah.  
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 A student from Cambodia was driving, and he hit a pedestrian and killed him. He 
was required to pay the blood money, which was hundreds of thousands of riyals, 
but he came from a very poor family. His scholarship money was barely enough for 
himself, and he was saving up money for his family. So, all of the teachers in 
Madinah started to collect money and contribute to the cause. The university itself 
×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÐÁÙÉÎÇȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ÇÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÍÏÎÅÙ ÔÏ ÐÁÙ ÏÆÆ ÔÈÅ ÂÌÏÏÄ ÍÏÎÅÙȢ 
3ÏÍÅ ÅÖÅÎ ÇÁÖÅ ÈÉÍ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÓÁÌÁÒÙȢ %ÖÅÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÁÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ 
Madinah are very generous.  

 
3.) Believers shall not leave anyone destitute among them by not paying his 
redemption money or blood money in kind.  
 

 This clause stresses the importance of equality and justice regardless of social 
status. When someone is in need of assistance, everyone should help.  

 
 

4.) Whoever is rebellious or whoever seeks to spread enmity and sedition, the hand of 
every God-fearing Muslims shall be against him, even if he be his son. 

 

 Everyone is equal in regards to the law. It does not matter who you are or whether 
you are related to someone noble. 

 

 This clause was in contrast to the customs of Jahilliyah, which espoused the concept 
ÏÆ ȰÈÅÌÐ ÙÏÕÒ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ɉÉȢÅȢ ÔÒÉÂÅÓÍÁÎɊ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÈÅ ÉÓ ÏÐÐÒÅÓÓÉÎÇ ÏÒ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÈÅ ÉÓ 
ÂÅÉÎÇ ÏÐÐÒÅÓÓÅÄȢȱ 4ÈÉÓ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ Óhould always take the side of your tribe and 
defend your tribesmen, even if they are wrong.  

 

 The Prophet  repeated this ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÎÅ ÄÁÙ ÁÓ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ(elp your brother 
×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ ÈÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÒÅÓÓÏÒ ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÒÅÓÓÅÄȢȱ 4ÈÅ #ÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÓÔÏÎÉÓÈÅÄ ÁÓ 
they ÁÓËÅÄȟ ȰOh Messenger of Allah, we help the one being oppressed but how do we 

help an oppressor?ȱ 4ÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ  gave this saying an Islamic meaning: if your 
brother is an oppressor, help him by preventing him from oppressing. The slogan 
was previously used in a negative manner to affirm tribalism, but the Prophet used 
it to prevent injustice.   

 

 When the Prophet  called the tribes of Arabia to Islam, he would ask them for 
help in establishing a base for the religion. Almost all of the other tribes, with the 
exception of Madinah, refused. It was customary in the times of Jahilliyah for your 
own people to help you, even if you were wrong. So, the other tribes told the 
Prophet, if your own tribe does not help you, why should we come forward to help 
you? We canȭÔ ÁÃÃÅÐÔ ÙÏÕȢ  
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5.) A believer shall not kill another believer, nor shall support a disbeliever against a 
believer. 
 
6.) The protection of Allah is one (and is equally) extended to the humblest of the 
believers. 
 
7.) The believers are supported by each other.  

 
8.) Whosoever of the Jews follows us shall have aid and succor; they shall not be 
injured, nor any enemy be aided against them.  
 

 The Jews have freedom of religion. People say that the Shariah is not tolerant to 

other religions and non-Muslims, but the Prophet  gave Jews the right to 
worship as they please, as long as they agreed to live at peace with the Muslims. 

 
9.) The peace of the believers is indivisible. No separate peace shall be made when 
believers are fighting in the way of Allah. Conditions must be fair and equitable to all.  
 
10.) It shall not be lawful for a believer, who holds by what is in this document and 
believes in Allah and the Day of Judgment, to help a criminal nor give him refuge. Those 
who give him refuge and render him help shall have the curse and anger of Allah on 
the Day of Resurrection. Their indemnity is not accepted.  
 
11.) Whenever you differ about a matter, it must be referred to Allah and to 
Muhammad.  
 
12.) Killing a believer deliberately with no good reason entails killing the killer unless 
the sponsor deems it otherwise. 
 

Rights of Non-Muslims 
 
1.) The security of God is equal for all groups. 
 
2.) Non-Muslim members will have the same political and cultural rights as Muslims. 
They will have autonomy and freedom of religion.  
 

 Many of the Jews were much more prosperous in Muslim lands than they were in 
Christian lands. They had more freedom in Muslim countries.  
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3.) Non-Muslims will take up arms against the enemy of the nation and share the cost 
of war. There is to be no treachery between the two. 
 

 Refers to protection of the country.  
 

 They should come to protect and support each other.  
 
4.) Non-Muslims will not be obligated to take part in religious wars of the Muslims.  
 

DIFFERENT GROUPS IN MADINAH 
The Constitution of Madinah was an agreement by which the Jews also agreed to live in 
peace. The political system of Madinah was similar to that of a united country with 
different states; in addition to the federal government, each state has its own rules.  
 
The two main Arab tribes in Madinah were:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Khazraj were the majority, and they also possessed the strongest fort from the Jews of 
Madinah. Even though the Khazraj had alliances from two major Jewish tribes, they lost the 
Battle of "ÕȭÁÔÈ to the Aws. The Aws were known for their fighting and bravery, and this 
would come into play in the battle of Badr. The history of Madinah affected the Muslim 
wars to come.  
 

In addition, there were three Jewish tribes that existed when the Prophet  arrived in 
Madinah: 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
"ÁÎÕ 1ÁÙÎÕÑÁȭ was very wealthy and consisted of merchants who controlled the market 
place. These Jews specialized in jewelry, and this tribe was closest to the masjid.  
 

BANU 
1!9.51!ȭ 

BANU 
NATHEER 

BANU 
QURAYDHAH 

AWS KHAZRAJ 
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These three tribes were not always united. In fact, when the people of Madinah would be at 
war which each other, the Jewish tribes would ally themselves with certain groups. The 
Jews of Banu Quraydhah would ally themselves with the Aws, while the Jews of Banu 
1ÁÙÎÕÑÁȭ and Banu Natheer would ally themselves with the Khazraj.  
 

DECLARATION OF WAR 
When the muhajirun arrived in Madinah, the Makkans sent a letter to Abdullah bin Ubay 
bin Salul, who was considered to be the most influential person in Madinah at that time. He 

was chosen as the leader before the arrival of the Prophet . This letter ordered the 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ -ÁÄÉÎÁÈ ÔÏ ÅØÐÅÌ ÔÈÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓȢ )Æ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÔÏ 
be at war with the Makkans. If you are not with us, then you are against us. The Makkans 
were already at war with the Muslims; now they are taking it further by threatening any of 
their supporters with war.  
 

The Prophet  heard of a caravan that was coming from Makkah that carried the wealth 
of Quraysh. Most of this wealth was taken from the Muslims when they left Makkah. This 
caravan possessed 100 camels and merchandise from Makkah. One may ask, where is the 
merchandise of Makkah coming from? Most of its products came from Africa and India, 
which was ultimately traced back to Yemen. Yemeni traders would travel by ocean to Sri 
Lanka and India to obtain spices and produce. Makkans would travel to Yemen. In the 
summers, they would travel north. In the winters, they would travel south. Allah praised 
them and reminded them of the trading route to Yemen He blessed them with, ultimately 
allowing the Makkans to become very wealthy.  
 

Allah  swears by the trading route of the Quraysh: 
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Ȱ&ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÃÃÕÓÔÏÍÅÄ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒÁÙÓÈ -Their accustomed security [in] the caravan of 
winter and summer -Let them worship the Lord of this House, Who has fed them, [saving 

ÔÈÅÍɎ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÕÎÇÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÓÁÆÅȟ ɍÓÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÍɎ ÆÒÏÍ ÆÅÁÒȢȱ  
Surah Al-Quraysh, 106:1 -4 

 
The Makkans would obtain their products from Yemen (these products ultimately came 
from India, Sri Lanka, and Africa). The Abyssinian Empire controlled Yemen at this time, 
and Abraha was the governor. There was much interaction between the Horn of Africa and 
Yemen, and this interaction continues today as the culture is very similar.  
 
The caravan that was leaving from Makkah was larger than usual because it contained the 
wealth of the Muslims. When the Muslims left for Madinah, they were not allowed to take 
anything with them. Some of them only had the clothes on their backs. The Makkans would 
prevent the Muslims from leaving if they took their wealth with them.  
 

TRYING TO AVOID CONFRONTATION 

The Prophet  wanted to weaken the Makkans economically. After all, they are at war. 
He is trying his best to avoid confrontation/battles that would result in bloodshed. 
Throughout Seerah, we always see that causalities were kept to a minimum.  
 
A caravan of 100 camels would usually necessitate about 30 people protecting it. So, the 
Muslims needed around 200 people to take the caravan while avoiding causalities (the 

Muslims wanted a large number so the Makkans would not fight back). The Prophet  
told his Companions to prepare themselves. The Muslims took a long time to get ready, and 
by the time they arrived at the anticipated location of the caravan, it was 1 day ahead on its 
way to Sham.  
 

The Prophet  used this opportunity to speak to the tribes in the area along the path in 
an attempt to start diplomatic connections. He wanted the new Muslim nation in Madinah 
to have a peace treaty with them. The Prophet taught us the importance of having good 

neighbors since they can help you in many ways. In Makkah, the Prophet  had the worst 
neighbors including his uncle Abu Lahab in addition to 5ÑÂÁ ÉÂÎ !ÂÕ -ÕȭÁÙÔ. Uqba hated 
the Prophet so much that he poured camel intestines upon him during sujud. He also tried 

to strangle him, but Allah sent Abu Bakr  to save him. Uqba tried to kill the Prophet on 
multiple occasions.  
 

THE NAKHLAH MILITARY MANEUVERS 

The Prophet  was unable to meet the caravan. During this time, he was planning, 
waiting for them to return . He would always send people to check the caravan routes. On 
one such mission, the Prophet sent Abdullah bin Jahsh and a group of men. This was 

considered a sariyah (campaign) because the Prophet  did not actually join them. When 
the Prophet joins them, it is known as a ghazwa.  
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The Prophet  did not tell them immediately where to go. Rather, he sent them out with 
a letter that contained written instructions (it was written by a scribe because the Prophet 
did not know how to write). The Companions were very trustworthy, but certain matters 
must be kept secret in dire circumstances.  
 
Abdullah bin Jahsh went out with his group of 8 men, and they continued for 3 days. Most 
of the people were from Ahl us-Suffa, which was similar to a standing army. They did not 
have any families or children, and they were generally very strong and healthy. After 3 
days, they opened the letter: 
 
Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÁÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÌÅÔÔÅÒȟ ÐÒÏÃÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÏÁÓÉÓ ÏÆ .ÁËÈÌÁÈ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ -ÁËËÁÈ ÁÎÄ 4ÁȭÉÆȢ 

Install your tents there to find out the movements of the Quraysh and send the information to 
ÕÓȢȱ 

 
They were to investigate the movements of Quraysh and gather information about the 
caravan going in and out of Makkah. The mission did not entail fighting, but rather 
surveillance.  
 

THE FOUR SACRED MONTHS 

The Prophet  understood that the Makkans had just declared war, and he understood 
that they were in the month of Rajab. In Arabia, there were 4 holy months in which fighting 

was prohibited from the time of Ibrahim  and Ismael . In a tribal community in 
which people are always fighting each other, they cannot survive if there are no periods of 
peace. The hiatus in fighting allowed people to focus on business instead of war.  
 
The 4 holy months were:  

1.) Dhul -Qa`dah 
2.) Dhul -Hijjah  
3.) Muharram  
4.) Rajab 

 

The Prophet  sent Abdullah bin Jahsh and his men for surveillance on the last day of 
Rajab. The men saw a caravan about to enter Makkah with only 4 individuals. Abdullah bin 
Jahsh saw this as a perfect opportunity to overtake the caravan since he had 8 people.  
However, it was the last day of Rajab, and fighting was not allowed. So, Abdullah consulted 
with his companions: if they wait until tomorrow, the caravan would have entered Makkah, 
so now would be the opportune moment to take the caravan. They deviated from the 

instructions of the Prophet  and fired the first shots. Ibn Hadrami was killed, and 2 
captives were taken back to Madinah. One of the captives fled to Makkah and spread news 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓȭ ÁÔÔÁÃËȢ Word spread that the Muslims no longer respected their way of life 
in the month of Rajab (in reality, the Makkans wanted an excuse to attack). In our times, 
this would be an excuse to call them terrorists.  
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The drums of war were beating, and since Makkah was an economic and religious center, 
everyone heard about the incident. The Makkans easily spread propaganda, telling people 
to return to their tribe and explain what the Muslims have done. All of Arabia heard of the 
incident at Nakhlah.  
 

SIMILAR INCIDENTS HAVE OCCURRED IN THE PAST: 
¶ The sinking of the Lusitania ÓÈÉÐ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÅÄ ÉÎ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ 77)Ȣ 
¶ The attack on Pearl Harbor was used to beat the drums of war in WWII.  
¶ The 9/11 incident was used in our current times.   

¶ Likewise, the event at Nakhlah was the 9/11 during the Seerah of the Prophet . 
 
7ÏÒÄ ÓÐÒÅÁÄ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ-ÕÓÌÉÍÓ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔ ÏÕÒ ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȢȱ When Abdullah bin Jahsh 

returned with the prisoners, the Prophet  was so angry, his face was red. He refused to 
accept the spoils from the caravan as he waited for revelation. He was angry because 
Abdullah and his men went against his orders. Sometimes, Muslims make mistakes that the 
religion does not condone. It is a mistake of the individual, not Islam itself. However, non-
Muslims will use such events to put Islam on trial. This happened during the time of the 

Prophet , and it still occurs to this day.  
 

FIGHTING DURING THE SACRED MONTHS 

Allah  revealed the following verse: 
 

 
Ȱ4ÈÅÙ ÁÓË ÙÏÕ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÃÒÅÄ ÍÏÎÔÈ - about fighting therein. Say, "Fighting therein is great 
[sin], but averting [people] from the way of Allah and disbelief in Him and [preventing access 
to] al-Masjid al-Haram and the expulsion of its people therefrom are greater [evil] in the sight 
of Allah. And fitnah is greater than killing." And they will continue to fight you until they turn 
you back from your religion if they are able. And whoever of you reverts from his religion [to 
disbelief] and dies while he is a disbeliever - for those, their deeds have become worthless in 

this world and the Hereafter, and those are the companions of the Fire, they will abide therein 
ÅÔÅÒÎÁÌÌÙȢȱ Surah al-Baqarah, 2:217  
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Allah says that fighting in the holy month is considered a big sin; we do not belittle the 
situation. The Makkans had their own set of principles and rules; one of the rights that 
everyone in Arabia had was the right to enter Makkah at any time to perform ȬUmrah (after 
all, it was a sacred city). Additionally, anyone in Makkah was not to be oppressed.  
 

HILF AL-FUDUL 

When the Prophet  was a teenager, a merchant was once oppressed in Makkah. The 
merchant was from the Zubaydi tribe, and he sold his merchandise to one of the noble 
aristocrats of Makkah. However, this aristocrat refused to offer payment for the goods. The 
merchant was a stranger who had no help or support since Makkah was not his hometown.  
 
During those times, in the Arabian culture, poetry was like the media; it was powerful, 
ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÔÉÁÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÐÅÒÃÅÐÔÉÏÎȢ )Æ ÁÎ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ were to 
disrespect or insult a tribe through verses of poetry, the reputation of that tribe would be 
affected, possibly even centuries to come, whether the poetry was accurate or not. 
 
So, this merchant stands up on Safa and disparages the Quraysh through verses of poetry. 
The Quraysh could not bear to have their reputation tarnished, so they agreed to establish 
Hilf Al-Fudul. This oath was similar to the Bill of Rights as it empowered people with rights: 
anyone who needs help in Makkah will be helped, and anyone who oppresses others will be 
opposed. Fudul means extra (i.e. people will have extra rights in addition to their regular 
rights).  
 

The Prophet  was invited to the meeting in which  
this oath was established. Even though he was young,  
he sat with the elders because he was considered wise,  
respected, and honest. That was his character even  

before revelation. The Prophet  said that if he were  
to be given a red camel in place of the oath, he would not  
give up Hilf Al-Fudul. Helping those who were oppressed  
×ÁÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÈÉÍȢ 7ÈÅÎ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ȰÒÅÄ ÃÁÍÅÌȱȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ Á ÆÉÇÕÒÅ ÏÆ 
speech as red camels were very valuable to the Arabs. In our times, it is similar to someone 
ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȱ)Æ I were given a million dollars, I would ÎÏÔ ÇÉÖÅ ÉÔ ÕÐȢȱ 
 

The Prophet  refused to accept the maneuver at Nakhlah. In the above-mentioned ayah, 

Allah says that the Makkans are worse in their treatment of Muslims. They are the 
worst perpetrators since they did not give Muslims their rights simply because they said la 
ilaha illallah . 
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2%452.).' &2/- 4!ȭ)& 

When the Prophet  went to 4ÁȭÉÆ, he was forbidden to return to Makkah. His actions 
×ÅÒÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÔÒÅÁÓÏÎÏÕÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÓÅÅËÉÎÇ ȰÈÅÌÐȱ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÒÉÂÅȢ The 
Prophet could only enter Makkah again if someone from amongst the Quraysh sponsored 
ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄ ÈÉÍȢ 4ÈÅ -ÁËËÁÎÓ ÈÁÄ Á ÃÏÎÃÅÐÔ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÔÏ ÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓÈÉÐȡ ȰÖÉÓÁÓȱ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÇÉÖÅÎ 
unless people have a sponsor.  
 

-ÕÔȬÉÍ ÉÂÎ Ȭ!ÄÉ sponsored the Prophet  and hÅÌÐÅÄ ÈÉÍ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÔÏ -ÁËËÁÈȢ -ÕȭÔÉÍ ÅÖÅÎ 
had his sons stand at the corners of the +ÁȭÂÁÈ with their swords drawn out in order to 
protect the Prophet. Abu Jahl came to the +ÁȭÂÁÈ ÁÎÄ ÁÓËÅÄ -ÕȭÔÉÍ ÉÆ ÈÅ ÈÁÓ apostated (i.e. 
ÂÅÃÏÍÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍɊȢ -ÕȭÔÉÍ ÓÁÉÄ ÎÏȢ !ÂÕ Jahl said that in that case, they would recognize his 
ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ 3Ïȟ ÉÆ -ÕȭÔÉÍ ÈÁÄ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄ )ÓÌÁÍȟ ÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÏÆÆÅÒ 

protection to the Prophet . 
 

If Abu Taleb had embraced Islam, the Prophet  would have been tortured and harmed 
even more. But because Abu Taleb was a non-Muslim, the Quraysh recognized his right to 
protect his nephew. If someone says la ilaha illa Allah, they would have lost certain rights.  
 
The Geneva Conference established human rights, but we often see that people change the 
terminology for Muslims. For example, they are not called prisoners of war, but rather, 
enemy combatants. If a 12 year old is captured, you usually cannot keep him until he turns 
25. However, because he is an enemy combatant, the universally accepted rules can no 
longer be applied to him.  
 
The disbelievers will be the worst perpetrators when it comes to violating human rights. 
They bomb cities, kill people, and violate all UN resolutions. When the established rules 
work in their favor, they use them. But when the rules work against them, they will change 
the terminology.  
 

ACCEPTING THE PRISONERS AND SPOILS OF WAR 

When Allah revealed ayah 217 in Surah Al-Baqarah, the Prophet  accepted the 
prisoners and the spoils of war. One must realize that the Prophet was not inherently 
violent. In fact, he never struck anyone whether man, woman, or child. The only time he 

would strike someone was in the battlefield. The Prophet  tried to weaken the Makkans 
while avoiding confrontation and causalities. 
 

!"5 35&9!.ȭ3 #!2!6!. 
When the month of Rajab ended in the 2nd year of Hijrah, and the month of Ramadan 

started, the Prophet  ×ÁÉÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌ ÏÆ !ÂÕ 3ÕÆÙÁÎȭÓ ÃÁÒÁÖÁÎȢ 4ÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ ÓÅÎÔ 
out two people to assess how close the caravan was. Abu Sufyan saw these two people in 
the distance, so he headed in that direction and saw some camel dung on the ground. After 
observing the camel dung, he said, ȰMuhammad knows our position.ȱ Abu Sufyan was 
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Á×ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔȭÓ  strategy, and he knew that the camels were from Madinah 
based on the date seeds present in the dung (Madinah is full of dates).  
 
The Arabs were very good at tracking, an important skill to possess when travelling in the 
desert. They could tell whether a man or woman left a footprint in the sand. They could 
even tell if the woman was pregnant and whether she was thirsty or not! In order to 
survive in the desert, you must be able to find the wells. When the Arabs would see animal 
footprints, they must know whether the animal has finished drinking or is looking for 
water ɀ and they knew this based on how the camel places its feet in the sand.  
 

THAMTHAM IS SENT TO MAKKAH 

Abu Sufyan knew that the Prophet  and the Muslims were coming, so he sent 
ThamTham bin 'Amr Ghafari to alert the Makkans. Many of the people who worked the 
caravan were not originally from Makkah but rather men Abu Sufyan hired along the way. 
So, when ThamTham arrives in Makkah, the people did not know him. He desperately tries 
to explain that Abu SufyanȭÓ ÃÁÒÁÖÁÎ is in danger and that they need to send help, but he 
does not know the leaders of Quraysh. It is similar to a Russian man coming into your office 
and telling you that Russia is going to take down the IÎÔÅÒÎÅÔȢ 9ÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÁÓËȟ Ȱ7hy are you 
telling me? 4ÈÉÓ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÍÅȢȱ 
 
So, ThamTham ÒÉÄÅÓ ÈÉÓ ÃÁÍÅÌ ÕÐ Á ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÖÅÒÌÏÏËÓ -ÁËËÁÈ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÔÓ ÈÉÓ ÃÁÍÅÌȭÓ 
nose with his sword. The camel screams and ThamTham tears ÈÉÓ ÓÈÉÒÔȟ ÃÒÙÉÎÇ ÏÕÔȟ Ȱ7e 
have a calaÍÉÔÙȦ !ÂÕ 3ÕÆÙÁÎȭÓ ÃÁÒÁÖÁÎ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÄÁÎÇÅÒȟ ÈÅÌÐȦȱ At last, the leaders of Makkah pay 
attention to ThamTham. 
  
At that exact moment, Abu Jahl and Al-Abbas, the uncle  

of the Prophet , were discussing the dream of Atika  
bint Abdul Muttalib. Atika was the aunt of the Prophet,  
and she had seen a dream 3 days prior to the arrival of  
ThamTham of a man standing on a mountain. This man  
pushed a huge boulder down, and it started to break  
apart into small pieces. An announcement was made:  
come to your death, come to your death at Badr! And 
the pieces of the boulder entered every house in 
Makkah. Atika started to tell the women of Makkah 
about this dream, and word spread that Makkah would 
face a calamity. If the dream comes true, every 
household would be afflicted by death! At Badr! 
 
 
It was at that time that Abu Jahl was scolding Al-Abbas for all the problems that Banu 
Hashim ÈÁÓ ÃÁÕÓÅÄȢ !ÂÕ *ÁÈÌ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ9ou already have a man amongst you playing the role of 
a prophet, and now you have a woman claiming to be a ÐÒÏÐÈÅÔÅÓÓ ÁÍÏÎÇÓÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌȩȱ 
And it was at that moment that ThamTham made his announcement.  
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THE MAKKANS GATHER AN ARMY 
The Makkans consulted with one another and decided to set out. They mustered 1300 well-
armed soldiers and countless camels, and they headed towards Madinah in order to protect 

!ÂÕ 3ÕÆÙÁÎȭÓ ÃÁÒÁÖÁÎȢ !ÂÕ 3ÕÆÙÁÎ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ  knows his position, so he 
decides to take the coastal route. Between Badr and the Red Sea, there is a mountain range. 
Normally, a person coming from Sham would take the interior route directly to Makkah, 
not the coastal route. 
 

 
 

When news arrived in Medinah that the caravan is headed their  way, the Prophet  
ordered the Companions to prepare themselves. He decided that they would not wait for 
anyone. Any individual not ready at that moment would be left behind. The Prophet made 
that decision because the previous delay made them miss the caravan earlier. 
 
Abu Sufyan sent another messenger to Makkah to inform the people that they no longer 
need to send an army. Because he had taken the coastal route, he and his caravan were 
safe, so Abu Sufyan did not intend on fighting. However, Abu Jahl refused to return. 300 of 
the men wanted to return to Makkah since the entire objective was to protect the caravan. 
If the caravan was safe, then why continue? Abu Jahl insisted on marching forth even if 
there was no danger; he wanted to spend 3 days and 3 nights in Badr as the slave-girls and 
women sang to them. He wanted to send a message to all of the people of Arabia: the 
Quraysh do not tolerate attacks on their caravans. They had the resources and the 
willingness to fight.  
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Chapter Two : Consultation, Leadership, 
and the Help of Allah  

 
THE BATTLE OF BADR 
Friday the 17 th of Ramadan 2 A.H. (March 7, 623 A.D.) 
The Quraysh chose Badr as their location because of the wells, and a large army needs 
plenty of water for survival. The area of Badr also hosted faiÒÓȟ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÔÏ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÆÁÉÒÓ 
with competitions. At these fairs, people would gather and recite poetry.  
 
The Muslims did not intend to fight since they intended to merely take the caravan by 
surprise. However, they did not know the caravan had taken another route. So, they were 
on an unexpected collision course.  
 
The army in  Madinah was already coming out. The first time they came out, they had 
about 200 people. The second time they came out, they had about 313 or 317 fighters 
total:  
¶ 82 or 86 from th e muhajirun  
¶ 61 from the Aws  
¶ 170 from the Khazra j  

 

The smallest group was the Aws because they were further away from the Prophet  in 
ÔÅÒÍÓ ÏÆ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌ ÄÉÓÔÁÎÃÅȢ 4ÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔȭÓ ÍÏÓÑÕÅ ×ÁÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ Khazraj neighborhood, and 
thus the Khazraj were ready to leave sooner. Since the Prophet insisted on leaving at the 
moment while leaving behind people who were not ready, many of the Aws were unable to 
make it in time. The majority of the people who joined the expedition were from the 
Khazraj and the muhajirun who lived closer to the masjid.  
 

The Prophet  left with 70 camels and only 2 horses. The Makkans had over 100 horses 
and many more camels than the Muslims. Neither group is expecting a battle. When the 
Muslims set out, they would take turns riding the camels. When the Prophet came down 
from the camel to give Ali bin Abi Taleb and Abu Lubaba their turn, they would refuse. They 

ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ7e will walk while you continue to ride.ȱ The Prophet  ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ.either one of you 
is stronger then me, and I am just as in need of reward as both of you.ȱ We recognize the 
humility , kindness, and true leadership the Prophet possessed.  
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THE PROPHET  LEARNS OF THE MAKKAN ARMY 

The Prophet  was unaware of the army approaching from Makkah. He was also 
unaware that the caravan had taken a different route. In order to obtain information, he 

sent out scouts; eventually, the Prophet  learns of an army coming from Makkah, and he 
begins to consult with his Companions. Even though the Prophet received revelation from 

Allah , he still wanted the opinions of those around him. We realize that transparency 
ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÒÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÅÌÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ Á ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȭÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȢ 0ÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÍÏÒÅ 
willing to help and donate if they know how the money will be spent. Even if we do not act 
ÕÐÏÎ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÁÄÖÉÃÅȟ ×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÌÉÓÔÅÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÉÎÐÕÔȢ #ÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÓ 
participation; the more people are involved, the more willing they are to help.  
 

CONSULTING WITH THE COMPANIONS 

The Prophet  explains to the Companions that an army is coming from Makkah, and he 

asks for their opinion. Abu Bakr  stood up and assured the Prophet of their obedience: 
whatever you do, we are with you all the way. You make the decision, and we will follow 

you. Umar  then stood up and said something similar.  
 

And then Al--ÉÑÄÁÄ ÂÉÎ Ȭ!ÍÒ  stood up and spoke: ȰO Messenger of Allah! Proceed 
where Allah directs you to, for we are with you. We will not say as the Children of Israel 
ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ -ÏÓÅÓȡ Ȭ'Ï ÙÏÕ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÆÉÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÓÔÁÙ ÈÅÒÅȭȢ 2ÁÔÈÅÒ ×Å ÓÈÁÌÌ ÓÁÙȟ 
go you and your Lord and fight and we will fight along with you! By Allah! If you were to 
take us to the coast, we will still fight resolutely with you against its defenders until you 
gained it." Theses words could be written in gold! 
 

 
 

The Prophet  was very pleased with the response of Al-Miqdad, but he wanted to 
ensure that there were no misunderstandings. He kepÔ ÏÎ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓȟ Ȱ/h 
people, advise me.ȱ The Companions were wondering, what else is there to say after those 

beautiful words of Al--ÉÑÄÁÄȩ 3ÁȭÁÄ ÂÉÎ -ÕȭÁÄÈ , one of the leaders of the Ansar, 

realized what the Prophet  wanted. He said, "By Allah, I feel you want us (the Helpers) 
to speak." 4ÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ ÒÅÐÌÉÅÄȟ Ȱ9es, of course!ȱ 
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The Prophet  did not want to point a finger at the Ansar, but he still wanted to hear 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅÍȢ !Ô ÔÈÅ 4ÒÅÁÔÙ ÏÆ ȬAqabah, the people agreed to protect, defend, and obey the 
Prophet; they were to protect him just like they would protect their own family members.  
 

When the Prophet  arrived in Madinah, the Companions took out their swords and 
donned their armor to show their readiness to protect him. This act became tradition; even 
today, when a person of nobility or a great leader visits Arabia, the people welcome him 
with their swords.  
 
4ÈÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏ× ÏÕÔÓÉÄÅ ÏÆ -ÁÄÉÎÁÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 4ÒÅÁÔÙ ÏÆ ȬAqabah did not bind the 

Muslims to fight beyond their territories. The Prophet  wanted to ensure that there was 
no misunderstanding (i.e. people would not say: we agreed to protect you inside of 
Madinah, not outside of Madinah). When consulting with others, one should not assume 
everyone agrees just because the decision is obvious. For example, if you choose to sit in 
the emergency row on an airplane, the crew will ask if you are willing to help in case of an 
emergency. They ask for a verbal confirmation, not just a nod of the head. In South East 
!ÓÉÁÎ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅȟ ÏÎÅ ÍÁÙ ÔÈÉÎË Á ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÓÍÉÌÅ ÉÎÄÉÃÁÔÅÓ ÁÇÒÅÅÍÅÎÔ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÉÎ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÉÔ ÉÓ 
simply a way to avoid offending you. This person may not agree with you at all. In 
ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎÓȟ ÙÏÕ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÁÓÓÕÍÅȢ -ÁËÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÁÒ ÉÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÍÏÕÔÈÓȦ 
 

RESPONSE FROM THE ANSAR 

3ÁȭÄ ÂÉÎ -ÕȭÁÄÈ  said: Ȱ7Å ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅ ÉÎ ÙÏÕ ÁÎÄ ×Å Ó×ÅÁÒ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÍÅÎ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ 
have brought is the truth. We have given you our word and agreement to hear and obey. So 
ÇÏ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÓÈȠ ×Å ÁÒÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕ ÅÖÅÎ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÌÅÁÄ ÕÓ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁȦȱ  
 
Forget about the coast! He is saying that they will tread into the ocean itself! The Arabs in 
general were afraid of the oceans; Muslims did not have any ships for battle until the time 

of Uthman , and ÅÖÅÎ ÔÈÅÎȟ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÒÅÌÕÃÔÁÎÔȢ 3ÁȭÄ ÂÉÎ -ÕȭÁÄÈ ÉÓ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÉÆ 

they were to enter the water, not a single one of them would hold the Prophet  back. 
Rather, they will be firm and truthful when they meet the enemy, and it may be that Allah 

will show the Prophet what is pleasing to him. Whatever you decide, we are with you 
all the way.  
 

ONWARDS TO BADR 

The Prophet  was very happy with the response, so he continued towards Badr. The 
Makkans also continued towards Badr, unaware that the Prophet was headed there as well. 

The Prophet  sent out more spies to check the routes; he himself went on one occasion 
and met someone at a well in Badr. The Prophet asked the man if he had heard about an 
army that left from Makkah, agreeing to disclose his identity if the man spoke. The man 
responded that based on his calculations, the army should be right behind the mountains. 

The Prophet  thanked him and left.  
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The man asked, Ȱ7ho are you? The agreement was that you would tell me who you are.ȱ So, 
the Prophet responded, Ȱ7Å ÁÒÅ from liquid/water ( nahnu min maa).ȱ The man asked, 

ȰFrom the waters of Iraq (i.e. the water of Tigris and Euphrates)?ȱ The Prophet  
continued walking away because did not want to disclose his position to Abu Sufyan. So, he 
spoke in an ambiguous manner to conceal his identity while giving an honest response 
(water is referring to sperm in this context). 
 

PRISONERS CAPTURED AT THE WELL 

The Prophet  sent out Ali, Al-Zubayrȟ ÁÎÄ 3ÁȭÄ ÂÉÎ !ÂÉ 7ÁÑÑÁÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÌÌÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ 
spotted two people collecting water. The Companions captured them and brought them 
back to the Muslim camp. While the Prophet was praying Asr, they interrogated them. The 
prisoners explained that they were from the Makkan army, but this answer did not please 
Ali who beat them. He demanded the truth, and again they explained they are from the 
Makkan army. Ali beat them again. This continued until at last, they lied and said they were 

from the caravan of Abu Sufyan. When the Prophet  finished praying, he asked, why do 
you hit them when they tell you the truth and then stop hitting them when they lie to you? 
From this incident, we learn that when we torture someone, we will not obtain the truth. 
People will only tell you what you want to hear, so you stop torturing them.  
 

KIND TREATMENT OF PRISONERS 

The Prophet  asked the prisoners about their numbers. They did not know. He then 
ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÈÅÍȟ Ȱ(o× ÍÁÎÙ ÃÁÍÅÌÓ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÓÌÁÕÇÈÔÅÒȩȱ 4hey respondedȟ Ȱρπ ÃÁÍÅÌÓ.ȱ The 
Prophet then concluded that the army comprises 1000 soldiers. In order to feed 100 
people, one must slaughter 10 camels. 10 X 100 = 1000.  
 
We learn that Muslims need to treat their prisoners very well. Most of the prisoners 
captured at the Battle of Badr eventually became Muslim.   
 

CHOOSING A LOCATION TO SET CAMP 

The Prophet  and the Muslims arrived at Badr before the Makkans. He chose to camp at 
the foot of the mountain before the wells. Whenever you are outnumbered, you want to 
avoid a two-front battle;  ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÆÉÇÈÔ ÁÎ ÅÎÅÍÙ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÃËȢ 4ÈÅ 
ÒÅÁÒ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭt have a cavalry, and the mountain offered 
this protection.  
 

A Companion by the name of Al-Hubab bin Al-Mundhir  ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ(ÁÓ !ÌÌÁÈ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ you to 
ÃÈÏÏÓÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÐÏÔ ÏÒ ÉÓ ÉÔ ÓÔÒÁÔÁÇÅÍ ÏÆ ×ÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÔÉÏÎȩȱ )Æ !ÌÌÁÈ 

 told you to take this position, then I will not say anything. But if this decision is just 
your personal opinion and strategy of war, I would like to say that this is not the right 
place. Rather, go a bit further where we will have the wells at our backs instead of having 
them in front of us. If the wells are in front of us, both the Muslims and the non-Muslims 
can benefit from them. But if the wells are at our backs, we can take our share of water and 
the non-Muslims will not have enough for their army of 1000 soldiers.  
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The Prophet  heeded the advice of the Companion. When it comes to issues pertaining 

to halal and haram, he does not say anything of his own desire. Allah says: 

 

 
 

Ȱ.ÏÒ ÄÏÅÓ ÈÅ ÓÐÅÁË ÏÆ ɉÈÉÓ Ï×ÎɊ ÄÅÓÉÒÅȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÂÕÔ Á ÒÅÖÅÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄȢȱ  
Surah An-Najm, 53:3-4 

 

But in issues not pertaining to halal and haram, the Prophet  has his own opinions since 
he is a human being. In these matters, he can heed the advice of his Companions. The 

Prophet  followed Al-(ÕÂÁÂȭÓ ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÕÔ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÌÌÓ ÏÆ Badr behind them. 
 

The Prophet  once saw a Companion pollinating his date tree, and he asked him why he 
does that. The Companion descended from the tree and walked away, thinking that the 
Prophet was saying his actions are unnecessary and that he needs to put his trust in Allah 

instead. He thought the Prophet  was scolding him with a rhetorical question. When the 
time for harvest came, the Companion did not have as many dates as others. He addressed 
the issue with the Prophet who explained that he was merely asking a question because he 

himself was not a farmer. The Prophet  was a merchant from Makkah, so the 
Companion would have more knowledge in farming. The Prophet was asking the 
Companion about an affair of dunya. In other issues pertaining to guidance, Allah sends 
direct revelation to him.  
 

INCITING PATRIOTISM IN THE QURAYSH 
When the Makkans arrived, they were forced to camp in the low-lying area away from the 
well while the Muslims had all the water of Badr to themselves. Some of the Makkans, 
ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ Ȭ5ÔÂÁÈ ÂÉÎ 2ÁÂÉȭȟ ×ÁÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÕÐÏÎ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍ ÁÒÍÙȢ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ 
coming to Badr merely to send a message, not to fight. Abu Jahl did not want to return, so 
he decided to incite patriotism in the Quraysh by reminding Al-Hadrami ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÉÓ ÓÏÎȭÓ 
death at NakhlahȢ !ÂÕ *ÁÈÌ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ9ÏÕÒ son Ibn Hadrami was killed at Nakhlah. Are you 
going to let your son die in vain? Will you let these people return to Makkah?ȱ Upon hearing 
this, the father falls to the ground and says, ȰI might as well just die if you people will not 
die for our way of life!ȱ The Makkans decided to stay firm and stay for the battle. 
 
Ȱ4ÈÅ !ÒÁÂÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅÁÒ ÈÏ× ×Å ÍÁÒÃÈÅÄ ÆÏÒÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÍÉÇÈÔÙ ÇÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÓÔÁÎÄ 

in awe of us forever.ȱ Abu Jahl 
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RAIN AND SLEEP ɀ MERCY FROM ALLAH  
It rained that night, and because the Muslims were located in a higher area, all the water 

came down the mountain and flooded the camp of the non-Muslims. Allah also aided 
the Muslims by making them fall asleep. 
 

 
Ȱɍ2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒɎ ×ÈÅÎ (Å ÏÖÅÒ×ÈÅÌÍÅÄ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÒÏ×ÓÉÎÅÓÓ ɍÇÉÖÉÎÇɎ ÓÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ÆÒÏÍ (ÉÍ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÎÔ 

down upon you from the sky, rain by which to purify you and remove from you the evil 
ɍÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎÓɎ ÏÆ 3ÁÔÁÎ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÓÔÅÁÄÆÁÓÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÎÔ ÆÉÒÍÌÙ ÔÈÅÒÅÂÙ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÅÅÔȢȱ 

Surah Al-Anfal, 8:11  
 
Imagine how one would sleep the night before a great a battle. He would probably have 
troubles falling asleep because of fear and stress, knowing that the next day may possibly 
be his last. He mind will be racing with thoughts about his family and the legacy he will 
leave behind. One needs to sleep well before battle in order to have strength and energy. 
So, Allah covered the Muslims with slumber. While the Muslims were sleeping safe and 
sound, the non-Muslims were unable to sleep because their camp had become so muddy. 
Sleep is a kind of minor death, and thus we say when we wake up: 

 

 
Ȱ!ÌÌ ÐÒÁÉÓÅ ÉÓ ÆÏÒ !ÌÌÁÈ ×ÈÏ ÇÁÖÅ ÕÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÔÁËÅÎ ÉÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÕÓ ÁÎÄ ÕÎÔÏ (ÉÍ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 

2ÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȢȱ [Al -Bukhari]  
 
The earth beneath the Muslims was firm from the water, but it was not muddy because the 

water had rolled down the mountain. The Prophet  stretched forth his hand and 

supplicated to Allah until his cloak fell off his shoulders. Abu Bakr  came up to him, 
picked his cloak, and put it back on his shoulders and ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ/È 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈȦ 9ÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ 
ÃÒÉÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄȢ (Å ×ÉÌÌ ÓÕÒÅÌÙ ÆÕÌÆÉÌÌ ×ÈÁÔ (Å ÈÁÓ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄ ÙÏÕȢȱ [Al -
Bukhari]  The Prophet was promised victory.  
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO TRULY PUT YOUR TRUST IN ALLAH? 
You prepare as much as you humanly can, you make dua with all of your heart, and then 

you put your trust in Allah . We learn this lesson over and over again throughout the 

Seerah. The Prophet  ÄÉÄ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÃÏÕÌÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÔÒÕÓÔÅÄ !ÌÌÁÈȢ (Å ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰIf you 
truly put your trust i n Allah, he would provide you (sustenance) as He provides the birds; 
×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÍÐÔÙ ÓÔÏÍÁÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÂÁÃË ×ÉÔÈ ÆÕÌÌ ÓÔÏÍÁÃÈȢȱ 
(Å ÄÉÄÎȭt say, the birds wake up in the morning, make dua, then a worm came up, and the 
bird said alhamdulillah. Rather, the bird must leave the nest and exert effort while relying 
on Allah. When we have true tawwakul, Allah promises us rizq. 
 

So, Abu Bakr is telling the Prophet ȟ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ !ÌÌÁÈ ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÙÏÕ ÖÉÃÔÏÒÙȩ  
 

 
Ȱɍ2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒȟ / ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓɎȟ ×ÈÅÎ !ÌÌÁÈ ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅÄ ÙÏÕ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï ÇÒÏÕÐÓ - that it would be 
yours - and you wished that the unarmed one would be yours. But Allah intended to establish 

the trutÈ ÂÙ (ÉÓ ×ÏÒÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ ÅÌÉÍÉÎÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓȢȱ  
Surah Al-Anfal, 8:7  

 

This ayah refers to the promise that Allah made to the Prophet  in the Sunnah: he would 
either be given the caravan or victory over the disbelievers. Allah says that they wanted the 
one with no shawka (strength). In other words, they did not want to fight. Earlier, Ali kept 
ÔÏÒÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÈÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ -ÁËËÁÎ 
army. Rather, he wanted them to be from the caravan.  
 

The Prophet  taught us to ask Allah for ȬÁÆÉÙÁ (i.e. to be saved from trials, 
tri bulations, hardship, difficulties, etc.). So, we should not desire to meet the enemy. But if 
we must, we need to be firm. Allah wanted to establish the truth and cut off the 
disbelievers. The Muslims were much fewer in numbers and resources, but with the help of 
Allah, they were able to literally outnumber the disbelievers and crush the Makkans. If 

Allah and the Prophet  had desired, not a single person amongst the disbelievers would 
have lived. However, only enough disbelievers were killed so that they would turn back and 
flee.  
 

 
 
 



Qabeelat Wasat  Homecoming 
October 2016                                                                                                      Shaykh Abdulbary Yahya 
 

 48 

LINE UP THE SOLDIERS IN ROWS 

The Companions woke up for the major battle well rested. The Prophet  ordered them 
to line up in rows, a tactic not used by the Arabs in warfare. Instead, they would send one 
group forward to fight; when they needed reinforcements, they would return and have a 
new group go forward and fight. They continued this tactic until one group defeated the 

other. But the Prophet  ordered them to all line up in straight rows. Armies would 
actually emulate this tactic later on in Europe and the Middle East. It was even used in the 
Civil War and Revolutionary War, as the soldiers would march in straight rows.  
 

SAWAD IBN GHAZIYA ɀ LOVING THE PROPHET  WITH ALL HIS HEART 

One Companion by the name of Sawad ibn Ghaziya  was standing out of line in front of 

everybody. The Prophet  took his stick and poked him in the belly to put him back in 
place. Sawad said, Ȱ/È -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈȟ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÈÕÒÔ ÍÅȢ ) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÔÁÌÉÁÔÅȢȱ )Æ ÔÈÉÓ ÈÁÄ 
occurred with any other general in the world, the soldier would have been done for!  
 

The Prophet  ÌÉÆÔÅÄ ÕÐ ÈÉÓ ÇÁÒÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÅØÐÏÓÅ ÈÉÓ ÓÔÏÍÁÃÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰGo ahead and 
ÒÅÔÁÌÉÁÔÅȢȱ Sawad embraced him and kissed his belly. When the Prophet asked him why he 
did such a thing, Sawad rÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÄȟ ȰO Messenger of Allah, you see what is before us and I 
may not survive the battle, and as this is my last time with you, I want my skin to touch 

yoursȢȱ (ÉÓ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÒÕÅ ÌÏÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ . The Companions loved their 
leader because he was kind, compassionate, loving, and sincere.  

 
THROWING SAND AT THE DISBELIEVERS 
When the battle began, the Muslims marched forward together. The Makkans also marched 
forward, tired due to lack of sleep in addition to a long trip. The earth beneath them is very 

slippery, and they are walking in mud. The Prophet  took a handful of dust and sand, 

and he tossed it in the direction of the disbelievers. Allah  says: 
 

 
Ȱ!ÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ËÉÌÌ ÔÈÅÍȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ !ÌÌÁÈ ×ÈÏ ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅÍȢ !ÎÄ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÒÅ× ÎÏÔȟ ɍ/ 

Muhammad], when you threw, but it was Allah who threw that He might test the believers 
×ÉÔÈ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÔÅÓÔȢ )ÎÄÅÅÄȟ !ÌÌÁÈ ÉÓ (ÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ +ÎÏ×ÉÎÇȢȱ  

Surah Al-Anfal, 8:17  
 
Allah sent the particles of sand into the eyes of the disbelievers. So, by the help of Allah, not 
only were they slipping in the mud, but their eyes were also irritated by sand. They could 
not see clearly even though they were running forward. The Makkans were also surprised 
ÂÙ ÔÈÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓȭ ÔÁÃÔÉÃȠ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÅØÐÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÁÎÄ 
fight, but rather they saw rows of Muslims!  
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The Prophet  ÉÎÖÏËÅÄ !ÌÌÁÈ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÌÐȡ Ȱ/È !ÌÌÁÈȟ ÈÅÒÅ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒÁÙÓÈ ÆÕÌÌ Ïf vanity and 
pride, who oppose You and call Your Messenger a liar. Oh Allah, if this little band (of Muslims) 

ÐÅÒÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÏÄÁÙȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÎÏÎÅ ÌÅÆÔ ÏÎ %ÁÒÔÈ ÔÏ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ 9ÏÕȢȱ 
 
The first row of Muslims came down on its knees. The second row was comprised of 
archers. While the Makkans ran towards the Muslims, arrows started raining down upon 
them! They were slipping! Their eyes were irritated! The Muslims came forward for hand-
to-hand combat, but the Makkans started to flee in confusion. And then the Muslims started 
to hear horses.  

 
THE HELP OF ALLAH IS ALWAYS NEAR 

Allah sent down 1000 angels on horses led by Jibril .  
 

 

 
 

Ȱɍ2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒɎ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÁÓËÅÄ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ,ÏÒÄȟ ÁÎÄ (Å ÁÎÓ×ÅÒÅÄ ÙÏÕȟ ȬIndeed, I will reinforce 
you with a thousand from the angels, following one another.ȭ And Allah made it not but good 
tidings and so that your hearts would be assured thereby. And victory is not but from Allah. 

)ÎÄÅÅÄȟ !ÌÌÁÈ ÉÓ %ØÁÌÔÅÄ ÉÎ -ÉÇÈÔ ÁÎÄ 7ÉÓÅȢȱ  
Surah Al-Anfal, 8:9 -10 

 

The Messenger of Allah , in his tent, dozed off a little and then raised his head joyfully 
ÃÒÙÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ/È !ÂÕ "ÁËÒȦ 'ÌÁÄ ÔÉÄÉÎÇÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȢ !ÌÌÁÈȭÓ ÖÉÃÔÏÒÙ ÈÁÓ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈÅÄȢ 
"Ù !ÌÌÁÈȟ ) ÃÁÎ ÓÅÅ *ÉÂÒÉÌ ÏÎ ÈÉÓ ÍÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÉÃË ÏÆ Á ÄÕÓÔ ÏÆ ÓÁÎÄȢȱ 4ÈÅÎ ÈÅ ÃÁÍÅ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÈÉÓ 
ÔÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÄȟ Ȱ4ÈÅÉÒ ÍÕÌÔÉÔÕÄÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ put to flight, and they will show their backs (al-Qamar, 

ωψȡψωɊȢȱ 
 

UÍÁÒ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÖÅÒÓÅ ×ÁÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄȟ ) ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÈÅ -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÔÓ 

meaning. What multitude? What defeat? And the Messenger of Allah  ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ ÍÅȢ 
But when I saw him recite it on that occasion, I then understood.  
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For every disbeliever there was an angel. The Muslims would witness the heads of the 
disbelievers being cut off even though no one was hitting them. The Companions continued 
to fight, and many of the disbelievers were captured. Just a little over 20 of the Muslims 
were killed. 
 
The Companions would know if a disbeliever was killed by an angel or by a Muslim. If there 
were burn marks and very clean cuts on the disbeliever, the soldier was killed by an angel. 
)Î ÆÁÃÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÇÅÌÓȭ Ó×ÏÒÄÓ ÉÎÓÐÉÒÅÄ 'ÅÏÒÇÅ ,ÕÃÁÓ with the idea of Lightsabers!  
 

 
 
The Battle of Badr was the only battle in which the angels actively participated, and they 
achieved a very high status. This battle was a major victory that marked a revolution in the 
Arabian Peninsula. The Muslims were there to stay as they had just defeated the strongest 
tribe in Arabia.  
 

ABU JAHL IS KILLED 
After the battle, the Muslims captured 70 of the disbelievers. Amongst those captured was 

Al-Abbas, the uncle of the Prophet . Abu Jahl was killed, and he was struck by 3 people. 
 
.ÁÒÒÁÔÅÄ Ȭ!ÂÄÕÌ2ÁÈÍÁÎ ÂÉÎ Ȭ!×Æȡ Ȱ7ÈÉÌe I was standing in the row on the day (of the battle) 
of Badr, I looked to my right and my left and saw two young Ansari boys, and I wished I had 
ÂÅÅÎ ÓÔÒÏÎÇÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅÙȢ /ÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÍÙ ÁÔÔÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȟ Ȭ/È 5ÎÃÌÅȦ $Ï ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× !ÂÕ 

*ÁÈÌȩȭ 
 

) ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ9ÅÓȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÍȟ ÏÈ ÍÙ ÎÅÐÈÅ×ȩȭ 
 

(Å ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ) ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÈÅ ÁÂÕÓÅÓ !ÌÌÁÈȭÓ !ÐÏÓÔÌÅȢ "Ù (ÉÍ ÉÎ 7ÈÏÓÅ (ÁÎÄÓ ÍÙ ÌÉÆÅ 
is, if I should see him, then my body will not leaÖÅ ÈÉÓ ÂÏÄÙ ÔÉÌÌ ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÍÅÅÔ ÈÉÓ ÆÁÔÅȢȭ 

 
I was astonished at that talk. Then the other boy called my attention saying the same as the 
other had said. After a while I saw Abu Jahl walking amongst the people. I said (to the boys), 
Ȭ,ÏÏËȦ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎ ÙÏÕ ÁÓËÅÄ ÍÅ ÁÂÏÕÔȢȭ 3Ïȟ ÂÏÔÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÔÔÁÃËÅÄ ÈÉÍ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ swords 

ÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÕÃË ÈÉÍ ÔÏ ÄÅÁÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÔÕÒÎÅÄ ÔÏ !ÌÌÁÈȭÓ !ÐÏÓÔÌÅ ÔÏ ÉÎÆÏÒÍ ÈÉÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÁÔȢ 
 

!ÌÌÁÈȭÓ !ÐÏÓÔÌÅ ÁÓËÅÄȟ Ȭ7ÈÉÃÈ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÓ ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÈÉÍȩȭ 
 

%ÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ) ÈÁÖÅ ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÈÉÍȢȭ 
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!ÌÌÁÈȭÓ !ÐÏÓÔÌÅ ÁÓËÅÄȟ Ȭ(ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÃÌÅÁÎÅÄ ÙÏÕÒ swordsȩȭ 
 

4ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ.ÏȢȭ 
 

He then looked at their swords ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ.Ï ÄÏÕÂÔȟ ÙÏÕ both have killed him and the spoils of 
ÔÈÅ ÄÅÃÅÁÓÅÄ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÏ -ÕȭÁÄÈ ÂȢ Ȭ!ÍÒ ÂȢ ÁÌ-*ÁÍÕÈȢȭ 

 
4ÈÅ Ô×Ï ÂÏÙÓ ×ÅÒÅ -ÕȭÁ××ÉÄÈ ÂȢ Ȭ!ÆÒÁ ÁÎÄ -ÕȭÁÄÈ ÂȢ Ȭ!ÍÒ ÂȢ ÁÌ-*ÁÍÕÈȢȱ [Bukhari]  

 
One of the boys struck Abu Jahl in his upper body, while the other struck him in his lower 

body. The Prophet  wanted to verify that Abu Jahl had indeed been killed, so he asks for 
his body to be brought forth. Abdullah ibn -ÁÓȭÕÄ ÓÅÔÓ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ÈÉÍȢ 4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ Á ÖÅÒÙ 
short Companion, so much so, that when the taller Companions would be sitting down and 
ÉÂÎ -ÁÓȭÕÄ would be standing up, they would be the same height. His lineage was not very 
well known, and he did not have the protection of a very strong family. Nevertheless, he 
×ÁÓ ÉÎÃÒÅÄÉÂÌÙ ÂÒÁÖÅȢ (Å ÏÐÅÎÌÙ ÒÅÃÉÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅ ÉÎ ÆÒÏÎÔ ÏÆ Á ÌÁÒÇÅ 
crowd at the +ÁȭÂÁÈ. )ÂÎ -ÁÓȭÕÄ ×ÁÓ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ×ÅÌÌ ÖÅÒÓÅÄ #ÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ 

as he memorized 70 surahs directly  from the Prophet . 
 

 

 
Ȱ4ÈÅ -ÏÓÔ -ÅÒÃÉÆÕÌȟ 4ÁÕÇÈÔ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒ΄ÁÎȢȱ Surah Ar-Rahman, 55:1-2 

 
!Ó ÉÂÎ -ÁÓȭÕÄ continues to recite from Surah Ar-Rahman, Abu Jahl comes and asks, ȰWho is 
that reciting?ȱ People explained that the recitation is gibberish that Muhammad is teaching 
his followers. Abu Jahl slaps ÉÂÎ -ÁÓȭÕÄ so hard that his ears start to bleed, and he sits on 

himȢ +ÅÅÐ ÉÎ ÍÉÎÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÂÎ -ÁÓȭÕÄ ÉÓ Á ÙÏÕÎÇ ÂÏÙȢ (Å ÇÏÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ  who felt very 

sad from him as he was crying and injured. Jibril  then comes with a big smile on his 
face. The Prophet asked him, Ȱ7ÈÙ are you smiling?ȱ He responded, ȰAn ear for an ear, and 
ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÄ ÉÓ ÅØÔÒÁȢȱ  
 
We understand these words form the Battle of Badr. IbÎ -ÁÓȭÕÄ ÆÉÎÄÓ !ÂÕ *ÁÈÌ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ 
ground injured, breathing his last breath. He sits on ÈÉÓ ÃÈÅÓÔȟ ÁÎÄ !ÂÕ *ÁÈÌ ÓÁÙÓȟ Ȱ4hat is a 
ÖÅÒÙ ÈÉÇÈ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÓÈÅÐÈÅÒÄ ÌÉËÅ ÙÏÕȢȱ )ÂÎ -ÁÓȭÕÄ ÓÌÁÐÓ ÈÉÍȟ ÔÁËÅÓ ÏÆÆ ÈÉÓ ÈÅÁÄȟ 

and brings the head to the Prophet  who pÒÏÃÌÁÉÍÅÄ ȰAllahu Akbar! Every ummah has a 
ÆÉÒȭÁÕÎ, and the ÆÉÒȭÁÕÎ of this ummah ÉÓ !ÂÕ *ÁÈÌȢȱ  
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AL-ABBAS BIN ABDUL MUTTALIB  
Captured and Not Killed  

Al-Abbas bin Abdul Muttalib was spared because he was helpful to the Prophet  in 
negotiating with the Ansar ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔȭÓ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌ ÔÏ Madinah.  
 

An Ansari Companion brought him to the Prophet . Al-Abbas told the Prophet that it 
was not the Companion who had captured him, but rather a very big and strong man with a 
turban. It was actually an angel who captured him, and this angel was ordered not kill Al-
Abbas. 
 
Truly Muslim?  

The Muslims had captured 70 prisoners from Quraysh. The Prophet  decided to ransom 
the prisoners, Al-Abbas being one amongst them. When Al-Abbas was ordered to pay the 
ransom, he said that he is Muslim. The Prophet, however, told him that if he were truly 

Muslim, then !ÌÌÁÈ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÐÁÙ ÈÉÍ ÂÁÃËȢ 7ÈÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ  accept Al-!ÂÂÁÓÓȭ 
words that he was Muslim? People can say that they are Muslim but if their  actions totally 
contradict their  words, we deal with those people based on their actions, not based on 
what is in their heart or on their tongue.  
 
Iman has 3 components:  

1. Belief in the  heart  
2. Speech with the tongue  
3. Action of the limbs  

 

All three components of Iman ÁÒÅ ÖÉÔÁÌȢ &ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔȭÓ  uncle Abu Taleb 
helped the Prophet and the Muslims more than anyone else in Makkah, protected the 
Prophet, defended the Muslims, and was always on the side of the Muslims. He, however, 
never said la ilaha illa Allah, though deep down in his heart he had truly believed that the 

Prophet  was a messenger. His actions of the limbs were upright , but the speech with 
his tongue was missing. On his deathbed, he was planning on saying the testament of faith, 
but Abu Jahl knew that there was one person that Abu Taleb loved more than the Prophet 

, and that was Abdul MuttalibȢ !ÂÕ *ÁÈÌ ÁÓËÅÄ !ÂÕ 4ÁÌÅÂȟ Ȱ!re you going to abandon the 
way of Abdul Muttalibȩȱ So Abu Taleb died without saying the shahada. Therefore, he was 
not Muslim.  
 
Al-Abbas said that he was Muslim and that he helped the Muslims, but he contradicted such 
a claim when he fought against the Muslims in the Battle of Badr. Anyone with one ounce of 

faith in their heart would not fight against the Muslims. The Prophet  thus dealt with 
him based on his actions and ordered Al-Abbas to pay ransom.  
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PRISONERS OF WAR 

When the battle was over, most of the leaders of Quraysh were killed. The Prophet  
returned to Madinah and even the Muslims were shocked to hear that they defeated the 
Quraysh. It sent a message to all of Arabia that Muslims were here to stay.  
 
If you captured fighters from the other side, there were a couple of  options : 

1. Execute all of them  
2. Free them  
3. Enslave them (especially women and children because they were not 

allowed to be killed)  
 
Slavery in Islam was a way of taking care of the prisoners and teaching them Islam. In those 
days, the slaves of the Companions became scholars of the next generation, being the best 
students of the best teachers. The prisoners were treated very kindly and the slave was not 
financially responsible for anything.  When you have a slave in Islam, you are ordered to 
give them whatever you eat and dress them with whatever you wear. If they become 
Muslim, it is recommended that you free them.  
 

Abu Hurayrah  said if it were not for jihad fisibillilah, Hajjȟ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÉÎÇ ËÉÎÄ ÔÏ ÏÎÅȭÓ 

parents, he would have wanted to be a slave. The Prophet  said the slave gets 2 
rewards: a reward for obedience to Allah and a reward for obedience to his master.  
 

DECISION ON WHETHER TO RANSOM OR EXECUTE 

After consulting with the Companions, the Prophet  and Abu Bakr  were of the 
opinion that ransom was the better option. Muslims were from a poor nation and did not 
ÈÁÖÅ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅ -ÁËËÁÎÓȟ ÓÏ ÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅ ÔÈÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓȭ ×ÅÁÌÔÈȢ 
 

Umar  believed the Muslims had to set an example and make a statement by executing 
every single one of them. Furthermore, the ÐÒÉÓÏÎÅÒÓȭ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÓ ÁÍÏÎÇÓÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ 
Madinah should be the ones to do so. Therefore, people would think twice before attacking 
the Muslims.  
 
The Muslims began taking ransom for the prisoners. For those who could not pay the 
ransom, they were offered the chance to teach ten of the Ansar how to read and write 
proficiently in exchange for their freedom. These prisoners would then become the 
teachers of the youngsters in Madinah. While most of the Makkans knew how to read and 
write in order to deal with customers, the people of Madinah were farmers and less 
educated. So, teaching young people to read and write revolutionized the culture of 
Madinah. And of course, prisoners wanted to teach their students very quickly, since the 
faster they learned, the faster the prisoners could return home.  
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Allah  revealed the following ayah concerning the decision: 

 
ȰIt is not for a prophet to have captives [of war] until he inflicts a massacre [upon Allah 's 

enemies] in the land. Some Muslims desire the commodities of this world, but Allah desires [for 
you] the Hereafter. And Allah is Exalted in Might and Wise.ȱ Surah Al-Anfal, 8:67  

 

When this verse was revealed, both the Prophet  and Abu Bakr  sat down and cried 

on the side of the road, knowing that Umar  was indeed correct. They could not retract 
their decision because they had to fulfill their promises of accepting ransom.  
 
Taking a ransom would cause more problems and more causalities. A new nation must 
assert its authority, and if these prisoners were killed, people would not dare to fight or 
ÏÐÐÏÓÅ ÙÏÕȢ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÈÉÎË Ô×ÉÃÅ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÆÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÙÏÕȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÏÎÃÅ Á ÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÁÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙ ÉÓ 
established, it is okay to take prisoners.  
 

THE HYPOCRITES OF MADINAH 
After Badr, the hypocrites began showing up in Medinah and the Jews of Banu Qaynuqaȭ 
started to become rebellious. These hypocrites were non-Muslim Arabs who believed that 
the Makkans would eventually come and crush the Muslims, allowing them to take back 
Madinah and make it how it was before. Though they pretended to be Muslim, they were 
hoping that the Muslims would be defeated. There were no hypocrites in Makkah, however, 
because you do not pretend to be someone who is oppressed.  
 
One such hypocrite was Abdullah Bin Ubay. Every Friday before the khutbah, Abdullah bin 

Ubay would stand up and announce that the Prophet  was about to come out and that 
the people should obey him. He pretended to be Muslim, though he hated Islam. 
 

THE JEWS OF BANU QAYNU1!ȭ 
Banu Qaynuqaȭ, the Jewish tribe in Madinah, had control of the marketplace at the time. 

When the Prophet  ÄÅÆÅÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒÁÙÓÈȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ/ -ÕÈÁÍÍÁÄ do not be deceived 
by the fact that you have defeated the Quraysh who are inexperienced and unskilled in war. 
Were you to fight us, you would come to know that we are in fact the people [who are 
ÕÎÙÉÅÌÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÆÉÇÈÔÉÎÇɎȟ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÍÅÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÉËÅ ÏÆ ÕÓȢȱ 
 
Though the people of Madinah agreed to fight a common enemy, this tribe was showing 
enmity towards the Muslims by trying to instigate another fight with the Makkans. This is 

treachery. The Prophet  overlooked it and continued to call them to Islam, but they 
were still free to practice their religion.  
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).#)$%.4 ). 4(% -!2+%4 /& "!.5 1!9.51!ȭ  

In the market of Banu Qaynuqaȭ, a Muslim woman squatted down to rest and inspect the 
jewelry. While she was squatting, a shopkeeper pinned the lower part of her dress to the 
neck area without her knowing, so when she stood, her awra showed. Embarrassed, the 
Muslimah screamed. A Muslim who happened to be walking by saw what the Jewish 
shopkeeper did, so he punched him. The shopkeeper punched back. The rest of the 
shopkeepers ganged up on the Muslim man and killed him. 
  

There was great tension following this incident. The Prophet  asked only that they pay 
blood money and that they come forward with the person responsible for the death of the 
Muslim man. One of the agreements in the Constitution of Madinah was to bring a criminal 
to justice; however, all the Jews refused to coÍÅ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄȢ )ÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰO Muhammad, 
do you think we will tell on ÏÕÒ Ï×Î ÐÅÏÐÌÅȩȱ They knew who did it, but they refused to 

cooperate and bring forth the man. So, the Prophet  was given no option except to 
implement the last clause in the treaty: appropriate measures can be taken against anyone 
who refuses to abide or breaches the conditions of the agreement. 
 

3)%'% /& "!.5 1!9.51!ȭ 

The Prophet  gathered the Muslims at the fortress of Banu Qaynuqaȭ, where they were 
given the chance to accept Islam or bring forth that man and pay the blood money. They 
refused. Therefore, the Prophet laid siege to their fortresses. Having no food, they 
surrendered within 2 weeks.  
 
Anytime there is a siege and a side surrenders, that side is deemed to be a prisoner. They 
can either take ransom or be executed, except if they are women (unless they joined the 
fight), below the age of puberty, or elderly.  
 

The Prophet  started to consult with the Companions, but Abdullah bin Ubay came 
running toward s him. He feared that the Prophet was going to execute them based on the 
ayah in Surah al-Anfal. Abdullah bin Ubay was from Khazraj who was allied with  Banu 
Qaynuqaȭ and Banu Natheer. He said, Ȱ/ -ÕÈÁÍÍÁÄȟ ) ×ÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÔ ÙÏÕ ÄÏ ÉÔȢ ) ÆÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ 
changing of the tides. These were a people of 400 men, and I protected them when you 
were not ÈÅÒÅȢ ) ÁÍ ÎÏÔ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÌÅÔ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÐÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÏÕÔ ÉÎ ÏÎÅ ÄÁÙȢȱ  
 

The Prophet  told him to go away and let them consult. Abdullah then grabs the 
Prophet by the upper garment until his neck was red. The Prophet again says to get away, 

but Abdullah puts his hand in the pocket of the Prophet. Umar  offers to kill Abdullah, 
but the Prophet says no. Abdullah again insists. So, the Prophet then decides that Abdullah 
ÃÁÎ ÃÈÏÏÓÅ ÔÈÅ *Å×ÉÓÈ ÔÒÉÂÅȭÓ ÆÁÔÅȢ %ÖÅÎ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÄÉÓÏÂÅÄÉÅÎÃÅȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÌÅÔ ÆÒÅÅ ÂÙ 
Abdullah. Some say that the Jews of "ÁÎÕ 1ÁÙÎÕÑÁȭ were exiled. However, Ibn Qayyim says 
the correct opinion is that they were not exiled because 300 of them came to offer help in 

battle of Uhud, but the Prophet  sent them back.  
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 CHANGING OF THE QIBLAH 
The two other Jewish tribes of Madinah were given many chances to embrace Islam, but 
they still constantly tried to instigate another fight with the Makkans.  
 

At the beginning of Islam, when the Muslims were still in Makkah, Allah  ordered the 
Companions to pray towards Jerusalem. However, in Medinah, Allah sent down revelation, 
changing the Qiblah from Jerusalem towards Makkah.  
 

 

Ȱ7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÃÅÒÔÁÉÎÌÙ ÓÅÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÁÃÅȟ ɍ/ -ÕÈÁÍÍÁÄɎȟ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȟ ÁÎÄ 7Å 
will surely turn you to a qiblah with which you will be pleased. So turn your face toward al-
Masjid al-Haram. And wherever you [believers] are, turn your faces toward it [in prayer]. 

Indeed, those who have been given the Scripture well know that it is the truth from their Lord. 
And Allah is not unaware of wÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏȢȱ Surah Al- Baqarah 2:144  

When the Prophet  came, the Jews did not accept him as a messenger and thus did not 
accept the rituals of Islam. When they saw the Muslims now praying toward Makkah, it 
made them angry even though it was such a small detail of a ritual that is not even theirs.  

 

The foolish among the people will say, "What has turned them away from their qiblah, which 
they used to face?" Say, "To Allah belongs the east and the west. He guides whom He wills to a 

straight paÔÈȢȱ Surah al-Baqarah 2:144  

Jews objected because switching the capital of the religion from Jerusalem to Makkah 

meant that Allah favored another people. Though they were given the chance to be the 
chosen people, they dropped the ball and did not fulfill their duties. Allah gave the Israelites 
prophet after prophet to guide them and lead them. Now things have changed; now the 
capital is no longer Jerusalem, it is Makkah! This is the new state. This is the new nation.  
 



Qabeelat Wasat  Homecoming 
October 2016                                                                                                      Shaykh Abdulbary Yahya 
 

 57 

Chapter Three: Success and Failure, the 
Lessons of Life  

 

REVENGE? WHAT WERE THE REASONS FOR UHUD? 
The Makkans wanted to avenge themselves after their defeat at the Battle of Badr. Also, 
since Muslims were standing in the way of their trade, they wanted to reopen the trade 
routes. Makkans would suffer financially if the trade routes were not open to them. 

Therefore, the Prophet  tried to put blockades along the way and sent Companions to 
stop the caravans that left Makkah.  
 
The Makkans were so angry after Badr that they collected all the profits from !ÂÕ 3ÕÆÙÁÎȭÓ 
caravan to fund a return trip to Madinah. They wanted to wipe out the Muslims once and 
for all. They also wanted to gain back their reputation among the Arabs.  
 
The Muslims heard about a large army coming their way, not 1000 but over 3000! And it 
was not only the Makkans who were coming; some of the Arabs in the surrounding area 
who were allied with the Quraysh were also coming to wipe out the Muslims.  
 

THE DECISION TO STAY IN MADINAH OR GO OUT TO FIGHT 

When the Prophet  heard about the Makkans heading toward Madinah, he consulted 
with the Companions and the whole community - young, elderly, rich, poor, people from 
both Makkah and Madinah, everyone.  
 

The Prophet  described a dream to them, in which cows were being slaughtered. He 
also saw that the blade of his sword was cracked but his hand was safe, protected and 
covered by his armor. The Prophet said that he interpreted the armor to be Madinah. If 
they stayed in Madinah, the Muslims will be safe if the enemy entered the city, and they 
would have fighters on the streets and the rooftops. Dreams of Prophets and Messengers 
are always truthful. His opinion was to stay in the city and defend it  from within its 
borders.  
 

The Prophet  also saw the zeal of youngsters who wanted to shows their courage and 
skills, especially the Aws, since they did not have the opportunity to participate in the Battle 
of Badr. The Prophet did not make it obligatory on the Muslims to come. In the Battle of 
Badr, most fighters were from Khazraj and the status of those who fought in Badr was very 
high. Even the Prophet said, maybe Allah is looking down upon the battle of Badr: do what 
you please- a blanket statement that whatever sin they committed, they will be forgiven.  
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When the Prophet  said they would defend Madinah from within its borders, the 
youngsters objected and believed it was a weak position. Abdullah bin Ubay wanted the 
Prophet to stay in Madinah so that the hypocrites could hide and avoid fighting.  
The elders also agreed with the Prophet.   
 

The Prophet  recognized the zeal of the youth and their readiness to fight. He said, if 
that is what you want, we will go out and fight the enemy. He then went home and put on 
his armor. While he was in his house, Abdullah bin Ubay and the elders scolded the 
youngsters and tried to convince them that fighting from within Madinah was of the 
ÓÏÕÎÄÅÒ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎȢ "ÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÙÏÕÎÇÓÔÅÒÓ ÆÅÁÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÅÍÙ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÃÏÍÅ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ, and 
they would not have the chance to prove their courage.  
 

A CHANGE IN OPINION 

When the Prophet  came out of his home, the people were not ready because they were 
still discussing the issue. The Companions told him they wanted to follow the original plan 
of staying in Madinah; they wanted to fight from the streets and rooftops of Madinah. 
However, he said that it is not appropriate for a Prophet to take off his armor after he has 
put it on until Allah decrees.  
 

Why did the Prophet  not change his mind? There is an important lesson in leadership 
to be learned from this incident: once you make a decision, do not waver. There will be 
those who object to that decision and try to change your mind, but if you are not firm and 
allow yourself to waver back and forth, that is a sign of weakness in leadership. If you 
change your mind and the variables in the decision did not change, you can lose control of 
the situation. If variables change, then you can change your mind. 
 

Since no variables changed, the Prophet  stayed firm in his decision and would go out to 
meet the enemy. After shura (consultation) and once the decision is made, stay firm.  
 

(90/#2)4%3ȭ 2%30/.3% 4/ &)'(4).' ). 5(5$ 

When the Companions arrived at the foothill of Uhud, the Prophet  chose an area that 
was surrounded by mountains. The Muslims initially were 1000, but Abdullah bin Ubay 
convinced 300 of his men not to risk their lives since the Prophet listened to the youngsters 
over the elders. Some of the Companions started chasing after Abdullah and the hypocrites, 
telling him to come back. 
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ȰWhat is [the matter] with you [that you are] two groups concerning the hypocrites, while 
Allah has made them fall back [into error and disbelief] for what they earned. Do you wish to 
guide those whom Allah has sent astray? And he whom Allah sends astray - never will you find 

ÆÏÒ ÈÉÍ Á ×ÁÙ ɍÏÆ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅɎȢȱ Surah An-Nisa 4:88  

When the Prophet  marched out to Uhud, a rowdy group of 300 people came to join the 
battle. They were very disorganized, and they were the Jews of "ÁÎÕ 1ÁÙÎÕÑÁȭ. The Prophet 
ÓÅÎÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÂÁÃËȟ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ need help from the disbelievers.   
 
While the Muslims were initially 1000, the non-Muslims were over 3000 in addition to 200 
horses headed by Khalid bin Walid and Ikrimah bin Abi Jahl. A camel was like a tank while a 

horse was like an airplane. The Prophet  chose to have the mountain of Uhud at their 
ÂÁÃËÓ ÓÏ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÅ ÁÔÔÁÃËÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ 
archers to take down the horses; otherwise, the cavalry would split up the ranks of the 
Muslims. 
 

WHO WILL TAKE MY SWORD? 

During battle, the Prophet  ÁÓËÅÄȟ Ȱ7ÈÏ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÁËÅ ÍÙ Ó×ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÌÆÉÌÌ ÉÔÓ ÒÉÇÈÔÓȩȱ 

Hamzah ibn Abdul Muttaleb  raised his hand, but the Prophet said no. Then Ali bin Abi 

Taleb  raised his hand, but the Prophet said no. Then Abu Dujana  puts on his red 
bandana, raises his hand, and then offers to take his sword. He takes the swords, and when 
the soldiers meet, he walks in front of the lines. He struts back and forth in a boastful 

manner. The Prophet  said that Allah hates this kind of arrogance except on the 
battlefield.  
 

 
 
In any battlefield, you can gain a quick victory if you cut off communication. The flag-
bearers were the communicators in those times, and they must be surrounded by people 
protecting them. Every battalion had its own flag, so the Ansar, muhajirun, Aws, and Khazraj 
all had their own flag. The Muslims kept taking down the flag-bearer among the 
disbelievers. 8 flag-bearers were killed in a row. No one wanted to be the 9th!  
 
During the Battle of Uhud, the Muslims were initially winning and the disbelievers started 
to flee. However, when the archers left their post to collect the spoils of war, Khalid bin 
Walid went around the back of the mountain to attack the Muslims. So, the Muslims became 
sandwiched between the cavalry of Khalid and Ikrimah as mass chaos ensued.  
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Narrated al-"ÁÒÁȭ ÂȢ !ÚÉÂȡ Ȱ4ÈÅ -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ-ÁÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÏÓÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÉÔ 
ÕÎÔÉÌ ) ÓÅÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȟ ÅÖÅÎ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÅ ÂÉÒÄÓ ÓÎÁÔÃÈÉÎÇ ÕÓȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÁÂÁÎÄÏÎ your post; and if you see 

that we have defeated the enemy and made them flee, even then you should not leave your 
ÐÏÓÔ ÕÎÔÉÌ ) ÓÅÎÄ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȢȭ 

 
When the disbelievers were defeated, by Allah, I saw the women fleeing lifting up their clothes 
revealing their bÁÎÇÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÇÓȢ 3Ï ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ !ÂÄÕÌÌÁÈ ÂȢ *ÕÂÁÙÒ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȭ4ÈÅ ÓÐÏÉÌÓȦ /È 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÐÏÉÌÓȦ 9ÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÃÈÉÅÖÅÄ ÖÉÃÔÏÒÙȟ ×ÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÆÏÒȩȭ 

 
(ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÆÏÒÇÏÔÔÅÎ ×ÈÁÔ !ÌÌÁÈȭÓ !ÐÏÓÔÌÅ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȩ 

 
4ÈÅÙ ÒÅÐÌÉÅÄȟ Ȭ"Ù !ÌÌÁÈȦ 7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÇÏ to the people (i.e. the enemy) and collect our share from the 

×ÁÒ ÂÏÏÔÙȢȭ 
 

"ÕÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÆÏÒÃÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÕÒÎ ÂÁÃË ÄÅÆÅÁÔÅÄȢ !Ô ÔÈÁÔ ÔÉÍÅȟ !ÌÌÁÈȭÓ 
Apostle in their rear was calling them back. Only twelve men remained with the Prophet and 

ÔÈÅ ÉÎÆÉÄÅÌÓ ÍÁÒÔÙÒÅÄ ÓÅÖÅÎÔÙ ÍÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÕÓȢȱ 
 

RUMORS THAT THE PROPHET  HAD BEEN KILLED 

The disbelievers started to attack the position of the Prophet . 7 of the Ansar defended 
him, but the Prophet fell into a ditch. When the Companions looked around, they ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÓÅÅ 
him, so rumors spread on the battlefield that he had been killed. Some Companions sat 
down, some fought even more bravely than before, and some just walked back to Madinah.  
 

The Muslims were scattered all over the place. The Prophet  got up, and some of the 

Companions like Abu Bakr  and Umar  came to protect him. A woman from the Ansar 

named Umm Ammarah  also protected him with a sword. The Prophet said that when 
he looked to his right, he would see her defending him. And when he looked to the left, she 
was there again to defend him. She herself was struck on the shoulder and wounded. The 

Prophet  was struck in so many places; his helmet was crushed, his teeth broken, and 
his face cut. He and the Companions retreated to the mountain. When he lead salah, he had 
to sit because of his injuries.  
 

 When Aisha  saw him, she asked if the Battle of Uhud was the most difficult day in his 
life. He replied, no. It was the day your people rejected the message at 4ÁÉȭÆ and stoned me.  
 

The Companions who returned to Madinah started to spread rumors that the Prophet  
had been killed. One Sahabiyya came forward and asked if the Prophet was ok. They 
responded by saying that her husband was martyred. She again asked about the Prophet. 
They responded by saying that the Prophet was ok, and that it was just a rumor. They then 
explained that her father, uncle, son, and brother had all been martyred. But the only words 
ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÍÅ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÈÅÒ ÍÏÕÔÈ ×ÅÒÅȟ Ȱ(Ï× ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔȩȱ 7ÈÅÎ ÓÈÅ ÓÁ× ÈÉÍ ×ÉÔÈ Èer own 
ÅÙÅÓȟ ÓÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ%ÖÅÒÙ ÃÁÌÁÍÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÍÉÎÕÔÅ ÁÓ ÌÏÎÇ ÁÓ ÙÏÕÒ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÁÌÉÖÅ, ÏÈ -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈȢȱ  
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RETURNING FROM BATTLE 
During the battle, 70 Muslims were martyred. The Muslims came back in a saddened state, 
so the elders and hypocrites said that heeding the advice of the youngsters was a mistake. 

We should have stayed in the city! Allah  revealed the following ayah in order to teach 

the Prophet  how to deal with such friction:  

 

Ȱ3Ï ÂÙ ÍÅÒÃÙ ÆÒÏÍ !ÌÌÁÈȟ ɍ/ -ÕÈÁÍÍÁÄɎȟ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ÌÅÎÉÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÍȢ !ÎÄ if you had been 
rude [in speech] and harsh in heart, they would have disbanded from about you. So pardon 

them and ask forgiveness for them and consult them in the matter. And when you have 
decided, then rely upon Allah. Indeed, Allah loves those who rely ɍÕÐÏÎ (ÉÍɎȢȱ Surah Ale-

Imran 3:109  

The ayat ÏÆ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ Uhud had a very kind and gentle tone. It reminded the 
Muslims that they should still consult with one another even if there were mistakes and to 
avoid blaming people. The ayat ÏÆ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ Òevealed after Badr had a tone reminding people 
to be grateful and humble. 

The Messenger of Allah  ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ3ÈÅ ɉ-ÁÄÉÎÁÈɊ ÉÓ 4ÁÙÂÁÈȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÅ ÅØÐÅÌÓ ÆÉÌÔÈȟ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ 
ÂÉÌÌÏ× ÅØÐÅÌÓ ÒÕÓÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÉÒÏÎȢȱ 

WHO WON? 

When the battle was over and the Prophet  was on the mountain of Uhud with the 
Companions, a conversation took place between him and Abu Sufyan. 
 

!ÂÕ 3ÕÆÙÁÎ ÙÅÌÌÅÄȟ Ȱ)Ó -ÕÈÁÍÍÁÄ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÁÌÉÖÅȩȱ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÓÉÌÅÎÃÅ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ 
Messenger of Allah asked the Companions not to respond.  

 

Abu Sufyan then ÁÓËÅÄȟ Ȱ)s the son of Abu Quhafa (Abu Bakr ) alive? Is Umar ibn 

al-Khattab  ÁÌÉÖÅȩȱ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓ ÓÉÌÅÎÃÅ ÙÅÔ ÁÇÁÉÎȢ (Å ÔÈÅÎ ÓÁÉÄ, Ȱ)t looks like they 
ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ËÉÌÌÅÄȦȱ 
 

Umar ibn al-Khattab  couldÎȭÔ ÒÅÓÔÒÁÉÎ ÈÉÍÓÅÌÆ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ.o, oh enemy of Allah! 
AllÁÈ ÈÁÓ ËÅÐÔ ÕÓ ÁÌÉÖÅ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÔÏÒÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÄÅÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎȦȱ  
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Abu Sufyan then saidȟ Ȱ'ÌÏÒÙ ÂÅ ÔÏ (ÕÂÁÌȦȱ ɉ(ÕÂÁÌ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÉÄÏÌ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÐÕÔ ÉÎ 
the +ÁȭÂÁÈ). 

 

The Messenger of Allah  saidȟ Ȱ7ÈÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÙÏÕ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄȟ 5ÍÁÒȩȱ 5ÍÁÒ  said, 
Ȱ7hat should I saÙȩȱ (Å ÔÏÌÄ ÈÉÍȟ Ȱ3ay: Allah is the greatest and Allah is our 

ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÏÒȦȱ  
 

Finally, Abu Sufyan saidȟ Ȱ4oday we are even. This day for the Battle of BadrȢȱ 
 
Umar ibn al-Khattab then saidȟ Ȱ7e are not even! Those who have died amongst us 
are in Paradise ÁÎÄ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÁÍÏÎÇÓÔ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ (ÅÌÌÆÉÒÅȦȱ 

 
While Abu Sufyan did leave with consolation, the battle was actually not a defeat from the 
Muslimsȭ point of view. The objective of the Makkans was to wipe out the Muslims and to 
wipe out the city of Madinah, but they did not achieve that goal. The Muslims were able to 
protect themselves and Madinah. Allah chose 70 Companions and gave them martyrdom.  
 

MUTILATION OF THE BODY OF HAMZAH  
Jubayr Ibn Mut'im from the Quraysh promised his slave Wahshi Ibn Harb freedom if he 
could kill Hamza bin Abdul Muttaleb. So, Wahshi struck Hamzah in the back with his spear 

and killed him. The chip of the sword of the Prophet  symbolized a loss from his family. 
The cows being slaughtered represented the Muslims who were martyred.  
 

To avenge the death of her father, Hind had the body of Hamzah  mutilated. His ears, 
lips and nose were removed and his liver cut off. Hind made jewelry from the parts of 
Hamzah which she wore back to Makkah and she tried to eat the livÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔȢ  
 

When the Prophet  heard what she tried to do, he said the Hellfire would not have been 
able to touch her if she were able to put the liver in her body. When he saw the body 
mutilated this way, he said if he were to get his hands on them again, he would mutilate 
them the way they mutilated the body of Hamzah. However, Allah forbade mutilation of 

bodies, and so the Prophet  said not to mutilate the bodies. The Messenger of Allah was 
very emotional. He said, Ȱ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÁÖÅ called Safiyyah (the aunt of the Prophet) to see her 
bÒÏÔÈÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ ) ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÈÅÒ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÔÁÔÅȢȱ  
 

Later on when Wahshi accepted Islam, he would sometimes walk towards the Prophet  
while he was talking to the Companions. Then the Prophet would be silent as tears ran 

down his cheeks as he remembered the death of his beloved uncle. So, the Prophet  told 
Wahshi to come from behind, not from the front. The Prophet forgave Wahshi, but he still 
felt pain about the memory. Wahshi wanted to redeem himself, so later on, he killed 
Musaylamah the liar. 
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THE MARTYRS AT UHUD 
70 Companions were martyred at the Battle of Uhud. Because digging that many graves is 

difficult, the Prophet  ordered the Companions to bury three bodies per grave. The 
bodies were buried in accordance to how much of the Qurȭan they had memorized. Those 
who memorized the most Qurȭan were put in the front and those who memorized less were 
buried accordingly.  
 

Every time the Prophet  asked how much Qurȭan a Companion memorized, the 
Companions knew how much that person had memorized. How did the Companions know 
ÈÏ× ÍÕÃÈ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ ÅÁÃÈ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÈÁÄ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÚÅÄȩ Because they used to recite to each other, 
they would learn from each other, and they would teach each other the Qurȭan. This is a 
Sunnah that has been abandoned. Scholars have said that seeking knowledge is a bond that 
connects all of us together. 7Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ Á ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒ ÔÏ ÒÅÃÉÔÅ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ ×ÉÔÈȢ  

 
REASON FOR THE SETBACK AT UHUD 

The hypocrites and the elders who disagreed with the Prophet  believed that the 
reason the Muslims suffered such great losses at the Battle of Uhud was because the he 
listened to the youngsters and went out to meet the enemy at Uhud. However, that was not 

the reason for the setback. The Messenger of Allah  chose to fight the disbelievers 
outside of Madinah at Uhud and this strategy would have given the Muslims victory. A 
lesson to be derived: ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÄÅÆÅÁÔȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

disobedience to the Prophet and their love for the dunya. AbdullÁÈ ÉÂÎ -ÁÓȭÕÄ  said he 
ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ ÌÏÖÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÄÕÎÙÁ ÕÎÔÉÌ !ÌÌÁÈ ÓÁÉÄȡ  
 

 
Ȱ!ÍÏÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÍÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÅÓÉÒÅ ÔÈÅ (ÅÒÅÁÆÔÅÒȢȱ  

Surah Ali -Imran, 3:152   
 

MOTIVATED ARAB TRIBES 
The Quraysh were considered almost invincible because of the well-known incident of the 
Elephant. When Abraha came with his army of elephants to destroy the +ÁȭÂÁÈ, Allah sent 
birds to throw stones at the army, turning them to ash immediately. So when the Muslims 
defeated the Quraysh during the Battle of Badr, it sent shockwaves throughout the Arab 
tribes. 
 
The Quraysh were split. There were the elders who insisted their way of life was correct, 
but there were also the youngsters who were calling to the Oneness of God. The Arabs did 
not know who was on the right path and were waiting to see who would be victorious. The 
Quraysh wanted to come back with a victory over the Muslims to retain their position as 
the chosen people of Arabia. When the Quraysh were victorious at Uhud, many of the tribes 
felt motivated because now they knew that the Muslims could be defeated.  
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Chapter Four  
Success in Daõwah 

 

EVENTS FOLLOWING UHUD 4 A.H. - MASSACRE !4 4(% 7%,, /& -!ȭ5.! 
The people of Najd were now motivated to wipe out the Muslims and what they did next 
was a greater calamity for the Muslims than what happened at the Battle of Uhud. They sent 

Á ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÖÅȟ !ÂÕ "ÁÒÁȭȟ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ .  
 
!ÂÕ "ÁÒÁȭ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰMuhammad, this matter of yours to which you call me is good and beautiful. 

If you were to send some of your Companions to the people of Najd to call them to your 
ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎȟ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÈÏÐÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȢȱ 4ÈÅ -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ) ÆÅÁÒ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ .ÁÊÄ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÄÏ ÔÈÅÍ ÓÏÍÅ ÈÁÒÍȢȱ !ÂÕ "ÁÒÁȭ ÒÅÐÌÉÅÄȟ Ȱ) ×ÉÌÌ ÇÕÁÒÁÎÔÅÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ 

ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ ÓÏ ÓÅÎÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÃÁÌÌ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÒÅÌÉÇÉÏÎȢȱ 
 

The Messenger of Allah  did not trust the people of Najd; however, he did choose 70 
Companions known as al-QÕÒÒÁȭ (those who memorized the Qurȭan and were the teachers 
and students of knowledge) on a mission of ÄÁȭ×ÁÈ to Najd. The people of Najd were 
waiting at the well of -ÁȭÕÎÁ to ambush al-QÕÒÒÁȭ. All 70 of them were killed except for two. 
One Companion was let go because his mother owed a debt to the mother of the Najdi who 
was about to kill him. And the other Companion was saved because he was simply lagging 
behind.  
 

 
 

OTHER INCIDENTS AROUND THE AMBUSH 

One of the Companions killed at -ÁȭÕÎÁ was Haram ibn Milhan . When he was stabbed 
in the stomach with a spear and saw blood coming out, he said, Ȱ"Ù ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ +ÁȬÂÁÈ, I 
ÈÁÖÅ ÓÕÃÃÅÅÄÅÄȦȱ (Å ÓÁÉÄ ÓÏ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÈÅ ÄÉÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈȢ We learn an important 
lesson from this incident: if you are always on the path of Allah, you will be successful no 
matter when you die.  
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The two Companions who were free to return to Madinah were traumatized by the 
slaughter they had just witnessed at -ÁȭÕÎÁ. They were approached by people from Banu 
Kilab (who happened to be allies of the Muslims). The two Companions mistook them as 
Najdi and they killed two of them by mistake. The Muslims now owed 200 camels to Banu 
Kilab as blood money.  

 
4(% 0)4&!,,3 ). $!ȭ7!( 
Making ÄÁȭ×ÁÈ was dangerous back then in the Arabian Peninsula. When the 

representative of Najd came, the Prophet  knew the danger. He weighed the pros and 
cons and decided to move ahead with doing ÄÁȭ×ÁÈ to the tribe because of the possibility of 
a great number of people accepting Islam.  
 

 
 
Removing danger from society is important, because Islam prospers in peace, not in war. 

$Áȭ×ÁÈ prospers in peace, not in war. When the Prophet  received the opportunity for a 
peace treaty (Treaty of Hudaybiyya), he immediately took it even though it had some 
clauses that were not favorable for the Muslims. 
 
Making ÄÁȭ×ÁÈ can be dangerous today as well. However, we have the truth, so we should 
not be afraid. Those who lie are the ones who are afraid. So we stand up to pray when it is 
time to pray. When you practice your deen and go outside with your hijab on, there is a 
possibility that someone may harm you. But if the possibility is not high, then it should not 
hold you back from practicing Islam. Fear Allah as much as you can and Allah will protect 
you! If anything does happen to you along the way, then you die as a shaheed (which is a 
blessing and not a tragedy). 
 

QUNUT AN-NAWAZIL 

Anas ibn Malik  reported that the Messenger of Allah  invoked curse in the morning 
ɉÐÒÁÙÅÒɊ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÒÔÙ ÄÁÙÓ ÕÐÏÎ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓ ɉÏÆ ÔÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔɊ ÁÔ "ÉȭÒ 
-ÁȬÕÎÁÈȢ (Å ÃÕÒÓÅÄ ɉÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÂÅÓɊ ÏÆ 2ÉȭÌȟ $ÈÁË×ÁÎȟ ,ÉÈÙÁÎȟ ÁÎÄ 5ÓÁÙÙÁȟ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÄ ÄÉÓÏÂÅÙÅÄ 

Allah and His Messenger. 
 

At the end, Allah guided the people of Najd and they eventually accepted Islam. The 
practice of this dua is known as Qunut an-Nawazil and it needs to be revived in our ummah. 
We make this dua during times of calamity, which affect a group of people in the ummah.  
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Anas  ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ!ÌÌÁÈ ÔÈÅ %ØÁÌÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ 'ÒÅÁÔ ÒÅÖÅÁÌÅÄ ɉÁ ÖÅÒÓÅɊ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ 
ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÁÔ "ÉȭÒ -ÁȬÕÎÁÈȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÒÅÃÉÔÅÄ ÉÔȟ ÔÉÌÌ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÁÂÒÏÇÁÔÅÄ later on (and the verse was like 
this): convey to it our people the tidings that we have met our Lord, and He was pleased with 

ÕÓ ÁÎÄ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ (ÉÍȢȱ 
 

During the Battle of Uhud, when the Prophet  wÁÓ ÓÔÒÕÃË ÁÎÄ ÉÎÊÕÒÅÄȟ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ(ow can 
a people who strike their prophet be successful when all he is doing is calling them to 

!ÌÌÁÈȩȱ !ÌÌÁÈ at that moment revealed: 
 

 
Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÕÐ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȟ ÏÈ -ÕÈÁÍÍÁÄȟ ×ÈÅÔÈÅÒ !ÌÌÁÈ ÇÕÉÄÅÓ ÔÈÅÍ ÏÒ ÐÕÎÉÓÈÅÓ ÔÈÅÍȟ ÆÏÒ ÉÎÄÅÅÄȟ 

ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ×ÒÏÎÇÄÏÅÒÓȢȱ Surah Aal-e-Imran, 3:128  
 

After having been scolded by Allah in this position, the Messenger of Allah  then made 
dua for his people saying, Ȱ/h Allah, guide my people for ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ËÎÏ×Ȣȱ 4ÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ 
was human and Allah corrected him immediately whenever he said or did anything that 
was considered unacceptable, so that we Muslims know what to do and what not to do.  
 
Whenever we see a disbeliever or we see someone doing wrong, it is permissible for us to 
make dua that Allah guides them. It is not up to us to say who will end up in Hellfire, 
because no matter how evil we think people may be, there is always a chance for them to 
seek forgiveness and turn back to Allah. Abu Sufyan, Khalid ibn Walid, and Ikrimah ibn Abi 

Jahl  fought against the Muslims, yet Allah guided them to Islam and made them benefit 
the Muslims later on.  
 
When we see someone committing a sin, we must not belittle him or her. First, we must 
thank Allah that He did not test us with that sin. Second, we should make dua that Allah 
keeps us guided and fiÒÍȢ 4ÈÉÒÄȟ ×Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÍÁËÅ ÄÕÁ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȭÓ ÇÕÉÄÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ 
forgiveness. 
 
Qunut an-Nawazil keeps the Muslims aware and concerned about the suffering of Muslims 
in different parts of the world. Also, we Muslims are brothers and sisters, and we cannot 
claim to love people ÉÆ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÍÁËÅ ÄÕÁ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍȢ  
 

TREACHERY OF BANU NADIR 
The Muslims needed to pay blood money in the form of 200 camels to Banu Kilab after a 
couple of Companions mistakenly killed two men from Banu Kilab after the incident at 

-ÁȭÕÎÁ. The Prophet  wanted to ask for help from the Jewish tribe Banu Nadir because 
they were wealthy, even though this tribe was trying to incite the Makkans against the 
Muslims. The Prophet knew what they were trying to do, and yet he ignored it for the sake 
of peace.  
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Banu Nadir tried to assassinate the Prophet . They planned to have a debate and they 
told him to send 30 Companions. They planned on sending 30 people from their tribe as 
well. The Muslims had already lost 70 people of knowledge at the massacre at MÁȭÕÎÁ, so 
they asked for 30 Companions just to instigate the Muslims. In reality, Banu Nadir were not 

planning to debate the Prophet , but they were planning to kill him. There was a 
Companion among Banu Nadir who was secretly Muslim, and he informed the Messenger of 
Allah what the Jews were planning, so he cancelled the meeting. 
 
Part of the Constitution of Madinah stated that every group should take care of its own 
group in terms of paying blood money, but asking for help was still permissible. The 

Prophet  wanted to give Banu Nadir one more chance and ask them for help again. The 
Prophet went to discuss with them the blood money the Muslims owed to Banu Kilab and 
to see how many camels they would be able to contribute. Banu Nadir tried to take 
advantage of the situation. They prepared the area where the meeting was to take place 

and they placed a boulder on the roof near the place where he  was going to sit. They 
planned to drop the boulder on him.  
 
Ȱ.ÅÖÅÒ ×ÏÕÌÄ ×Å ÇÅÔ ÓÕÃÈ Á ÇÏÌÄÅÎ ÃÈÁÎÃÅȢ )Æ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÕÓ ÄÒÏÐÓ Á ÒÏÃË ÏÎ ÈÉÍ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

ÈÏÕÓÅȟ ×Å ÓÈÁÌÌ ÁÌÌ ÇÅÔ ÒÉÄ ÏÆ ÈÉÍȢȱ  
 

The Messenger of Allah  came and sat down, but then he immediately stood up and 

went to the masjid because Jibril  came to him and told him what Banu Nadir was 
planning. The Prophet gathered the Companions and laid siege to the fortresses of Banu 
Nadir. The tribe surrendered after two weeks. 

 
BANU NADIR EXPELLED 
Banu Nadir was treacherous to the Muslims. Until this point in time, they collaborated with 
the Makkans, they sent delegations to instigate wars to finish the Muslims, and they tried to 

kill the Messenger of Allah . So when they surrendered after the siege, they could all 

have been executed (their males of fighting age). The Prophet  consulted with the 
Companions and Abdullah bin Ubay was among them. Abdullah bin Ubay had previously 
saved Banu Qaynuqaȭ, and now his advice was to let Banu Nadir go as well. Banu Nadir was 
the first group that was expelled from Madinah. Even in the process of expulsion, the 

Prophet  showed leniency by allowing them to take whatever they could fit on the 
backs of their camels (with the exception of weapons). Many of the Jews were angry and 
did not leave the area even though they were expelled.  
 
Even expulsion did not prevent Banu Nadir from doing more harm. Because of their hatred 
of the Muslims, they went to the Quraysh and other tribes around the Arabian Peninsula to 
gather a force to surround and attack Madinah. They convinced the tribes to come together 
by saying, Ȱ-ÕÈÁÍÍÁÄ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ ÍÅÎ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÅÎÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ×ÁÙ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅ, and you must gather 
ÙÏÕÒ ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙ ÔÈÅÍ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙ ÙÏÕȢȱ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÈÏ× 
Al-Ahzab (The Allied Forces) was formed.  
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Chapter Five:  
The Principles for Successfully Working 

Together  
 
PRINCIPLES OF TEAM WORK 
ü Participation of Leaders 
ü Delegating and Dividing Work 
ü Leniency and Seriousness in Administration 
ü Keeping Aspirations High and Determination Strong 

 

 
THE BATTLE OF THE TRENCH (SIEGE OF MADINAH) 5 A.H.  
Weathering the storm: the virtues of faith, prayers, and patience  
There was now an army of 10,000 soldiers from different tribes around the Arabian 
Peninsula marching towards Madinah to destroy the new nation of Muslims. A force this 
large was unheard of before. 
 

 The Prophet  gathered the Muslims and he 
consulted with the elders, the youngsters, and 
everyone in the masjid after prayer. There is a lesson 
to be learned here for us. When we have a project, 
there will of course be board members and a certain 
team responsible for it, but it would be a good idea to 
consult with the community at large after *ÕÍȭÁÈ 
prayer. Such a setting is an opportune moment to 
brainstorm ideas. Even if not all ideas are 
implemented, consultation encourages active 
participation. 7Å ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÔÒÙ ÔÏ ÌÉÓÔÅÎ ÔÏ ÁÓ ÍÁÎÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÓ ×Å ÃÁÎȢ ! ÄÅÃÉÓÉÏÎ ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ 
to be made right then and there, but the ideas can be heard and the leaders can later decide 
the best way forward in a private meeting.  
 

Salman al-Farisi  stood up and said, Ȱ/h Messenger of Allah, whenever we were greatly 
outnumbered in Persia, we used to dig trenches around our towns and this would help us 

ËÅÅÐ ÏÕÒ ÅÎÅÍÉÅÓ Á×ÁÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÕÓȢȱ 4ÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ  heard this idea and immediately 
implemented it. He ordered all of the men in Madinah to help dig the trench, because a 
force of 10,000 from all over Arabia was coming to destroy the Muslims once and for all. 
The trench had to be deep and wide enough that horses ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÊÕÍÐ ÏÖÅÒ ÉÔȟ ÓÏ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÎÉÎÅ 
feet deep and seven feet wide in most areas with archers stationed in strategic positions. 
4ÈÅ ÔÒÅÎÃÈ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÁÌÌ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ -ÁÄÉÎÁÈȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ ×ÁÓ ÐÒÏÔÅÃÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÕÔÈ ÂÙ 
date trees through which an army couÌÄÎȭÔ ÐÅÎÅÔÒÁÔÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÃÏÍÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈȢ 
The city was also protected from both East and West because of the solidified lava, which 
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prevented horses and camels from riding  over. The North was the only portion that needed 
a trench. Such a large area required much manpower, but it was feasible.  
 

DELEGATION 

The Prophet  participated in the digging of the trench and he divided the work among 
the Companions. When working together as a team, we have to learn how to delegate. A 
ÌÅÁÄÅÒ ÎÅÅÄÓ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÕÔȟ ÂÕÔ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÂÕÒÎ himself of herself out. When delegating tasks 
to others, it is important to keep in mind that the Shaytan ÄÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÌÉËÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË 
together. The Shaytan wants people to forget about their responsibilities so that people 
lose trust in each other and avoid working together. We find the solution to this challenge 

in the story of Prophet Musa  when Yusha bin Noon said: 
 

 
Ȱ.ÏÂÏÄÙ ÍÁÄÅ ÍÅ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÅØÃÅÐÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÈÁÙÔÁÎ.ȱ Surah Al-Kahf, 18:63  

 
)ÔȭÓ Á ÇÏÏÄ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÍÉÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒÓȢ )Ô ÍÉÇÈÔ ÓÅÅÍ ÌÉËÅ ÎÁÇÇÉÎÇȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ 

losing trust in each other. People want to help out and get the reward from Allah , so 
we should give them that opportunity. So go ahead and delegate tasks to them, but make 
sure to remind them well ahead of the deadline, so that someone else can fulfill the duties if 
ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏȢ &ÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅȟ ÉÆ ÆÌÙÅÒÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÐÒÉÎÔÅÄ ÏÕÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ &ÒÉÄÁÙȟ ÇÉÖÅ 
the task to someone on Monday and call them on Wednesday and ask them about it. This 
would leave enough time to find someone else to print the flyers in case the first person 
ÉÓÎȭÔ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÄÏ so. 

 
GLAD TIDINGS 

When the Prophet  ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÐÁÎÉÏÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÎÃÈȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ 
much food to eat because everything came to a standstill. People stopped doing business 
and they were running out of food. They dug the trench for weeks and were trying to do it 

as fast as possible. There were times when the Prophet  was being called to break huge 
ÂÏÕÌÄÅÒÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÄÉÇ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈȢ (Å ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÒÏÎÇÅÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÌÌȟ and he would 
ÓÔÒÉËÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÕÌÄÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÁØÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÅÁÃÈ ÔÉÍÅ ÈÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÁÙ ȰAllahu akbar!ȱ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ 
would be a flash under the axe.  
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The Prophet  struck the boulder the first time and  
said, Ȱ) ÃÁÎ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÌÁÃÅÓ ÏÆ 0ÅÒÓÉÁȦȱ (Å ÓÔÒÕÃË ÉÔ Á  
second time and said, Ȱ) ÃÁÎ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÌÁÃÅÓ ÏÆ 3ÈÁÍȦȱ  
He struck it a third time and said, Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ Çiven  
ÔÈÅ ËÅÙÓ ÏÆ 9ÅÍÅÎȟ ) ÃÁÎ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÇÁÔÅÓ ÏÆ 3ÁÎȭÁȦȱ 
 

He  was given glad tidings in the most difficult 
time that they will be successful not only over the  
Arab tribes, but also the Persian, Roman and 
Abyssinian Empires, the three strongest empires at 
the time. It was like saying today that Haiti will 
conquer China, Russia, and the U.S. The Muslims had 
very little resources and yet the glad tidings came that 
they would conquer the three strongest empires of the 
region.  
 
When working in ÄÁȭ×ÁÈ, the realization that this deen will eventually be successful will 
keep us motivated. Know that your efforts will make a difference. The end result in the 
future will be a great success, and you can still be a part of it by contributing: teach Islam to 
other people and be the best Muslim you can be. There will come a time that the adhaan 
will be called in Chicago, New York City, and Paris, and people will stop and everyone will 
pray, in sha Allah. Islam is the only religion that will truly be successful.  
 

When the hypocrites heard the Prophet  was given glad tidings to conquer the empires, 
ÔÈÅÙ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÍÁËÉÎÇ Á ÍÏÃËÅÒÙ ÏÆ ÈÉÍȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÈÉÍ ÄÅÌÕÓÉÏÎÁÌȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ 
sure that they would even survive that week. 
 

After the Prophet  finished the digging of the trench, he placed Companions at strategic 
locations to defend Madinah. When the disbelievers came, they were surprised to see a 
trench, which prevented them from just entering and ransacking Madinah. In addition to 
the trench, there were also arrows coming from the other side.  
 

Some of the attacks were so intense that one day, the Prophet  said he was approached 

by Umar ibn al-Khattab  who said, Ȱ/h Messenger of Allah, I barely prayed Asr ÏÎ ÔÉÍÅȢȱ 
It was Maghrib time, and the Prophet replied, Ȱ) ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÐÒÁÙÅÄ Asr. May Allah fill their 
graves with fire; they made me miss the Asr prayer!ȱ 4ÈÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÔÉÒÅÄȟ ÈÕÎÇÒÙ, and 
ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÍÁÎÐÏ×ÅÒȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÎÃÈ ËÅÐÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÁÔÔÁÃËÉÎÇ ÁÌÌ 
at once.  
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BANU QURAYDHAH BREAKS OFF 
The Jews of Banu Quraydhah did not break off from the Muslims. They were inside Madinah 
and were at peace with the MusliÍÓȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÓÅÎÄ ÁÎÙ ÈÅÌÐ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ "ÁÔÔÌÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 

4ÒÅÎÃÈȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÇÏ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ  either, until the leader of Banu Nadir, 
Huyayy ibn Akhtab, entered Madinah through the palm trees in the South and approached 
the leaders of Banu Quraydhah sayingȟ Ȱ4he Muslims will eventually be defeated, there is no 
×ÁÙ ÔÈÅÙȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÖÉÃÔÏÒÉÏÕÓ ÏÖÅÒ ÓÕÃÈ Á ÌÁÒÇÅ ÆÏÒÃÅȢ !ÎÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅÙ ÌÏÓÅȟ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÌÓÏ ÂÅ 
destroyed because you are with them. You have to save yourselves now. If you do not break 
off from the Muslims, you will also be destroyed when the MuslimÓ ÌÏÓÅȢȱ %ÖÅÎ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ Banu 
Quraydhah was reluctant, they eventually did decide to break off from the Muslims.  
 

 
 

ENEMIES FROM WITHIN 
The Muslims were able to stop the invaders from outside, but now their own neighbors 
became their enemies. The attacks could now come from the inside as well. The Messenger 

of Allah  sent the cavalry towards Banu Quraydhah ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÅÍ ÉÎ ÃÈÅÃËȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 
do anything in the beginning. But when the cavalry was called back to the borders of 
Madinah, Banu Quraydhah came out and went to attack the fortress of the women, children 
and the elderly. They climbed up the fortress; the first person to reach the top was met by 

Safiyyah . She looked around for the strongest person and saw Hassan ibn Thabit , 
the poet of the Prophet. Saffiyah told Hassan to take his sword and finish the intruder off. 
He looked at her and saidȟ Ȱ)f I could do such a thing, do you think I would be with you 
×ÏÍÅÎȩȱ (ÁÓÓÁÎ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅÒÅ not because he lacked bravery, but because he was paralyzed 
ÏÎ ÏÎÅ ÓÉÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÌÉÆÔ Á Ó×ÏÒÄȢ (Ï×ÅÖÅÒȟ ÈÉÓ ÔÏÎÇÕÅ ×ÁÓ ÖÅÒÙ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÃÉÁÌȢ (Å ×ÁÎÔed 
to help Islam; if ÈÅ ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÈÅÌÐ through his hands, then he would help through his tongue. 
Saffiyah said, Ȱ) ×ÉÌÌ ÔÁËÅ ÃÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÂÕÔ ) ÎÅÅÄ ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÁÔ ÌÅÁÓÔ ÔÈÒÏ× ÔÈÉÓ ÈÅÁÄ ÏÕÔ ÓÏ ÔÈÅÙ 
ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÄ ÏÆ Á ÍÁÎȢȱ 3ÈÅ ÔÏÏË ÔÈÅ Ó×ÏÒÄ ÁÎÄ ËÉÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÒÕÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ (ÁÓÓÁÎ ÔÈÒÅ× 
the head. The Jews thought the fortress was protected by many men, so they left. 
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THREE OCCASSIONS WHEN IT IS PERMISSIBLE TO LIE 

)Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÃÁÐÔÕÒÅÄ ÉÎ ×ÁÒ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÅÒÒÏÇÁÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÅÍÙȢ 
 

When praising your spouse.  
ü For example, exaggerating ÙÏÕÒ ×ÉÆÅȭÓ beauty and cooking. 

 

When trying to reconcile between two conflicting people.  
ü For example, saying, Ȱ) ËÎÏ× ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÉÓ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÓÏÒÒÙ ÆÏÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÉÄȟ 
ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÏÏ ÓÈÙ ÔÏ ÁÄÍÉÔ ÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÐÏÌÏÇÉÚÅȱ (even if the othÅÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÓÐÅÁË 
with you)  

 

(%,0 4(2/5'( .5ȭ!9- )". -!3ȭ5$  

Allah ÓÅÎÔ ÈÅÌÐ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍÓ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ .ÕȭÁÙÍ ÉÂÎ -ÁÓȭÕÄȟ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ ÏÆ an-

Najd. He snuck into the Muslim camp and went to the Messenger of Allah  and said: 
 

Ȱ/È -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈȟ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ -ÕÓÌÉÍ ÁÎÄ ÍÙ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ËÎÏ× that I have become 
-ÕÓÌÉÍȠ ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔ ÍÅ ÁÓ ÙÏÕ ×ÉÓÈȢȱ 4ÈÅ -ÅÓÓÅÎÇÅÒ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÏÎÅ ÍÁÎ ÁÍÏÎÇ 

us; try to stir up division among them so as to weaken their resolve if you can, for war is 
ÄÅÃÅÉÔȢȱ 

 
.ÕȭÁÙÍ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÈÉÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÈÅ ×ÁÓ the leader of an-Najd, he was able to stop 
the attacks coming from his tribe. This somewhat eased the situation for the Muslims. 
There were still the Quraysh with the largest force and Banu Quraydhah who were already 
inside Madinah and very dangerous.  
 
NÕȭÁÙÍ ×ÅÎÔ ÔÏ Banu Quraydhah and told them, Ȱ) ÈÅÁÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒÁÙÓÈ ÁÒÅ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ 
abandon us. If they abandon us, we will not win because they have the greatest force and 
resources. They must not leave, so you go to them and ask for 30 men as collateral to make 
ÓÕÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÌÅÁÖÅȢȱ 4ÈÅ -ÁËËÁÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÂÁÃËȟ ÂÕÔ .ÕȭÁÙÍ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÓÁÉÄ ÓÏ 
in an effort to divide the groups.  
 
.ÕȭÁÙÍ ÔÈÅÎ ÇÏÅÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ -ÁËËÁÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÌÌÓ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓ, ȰBanu Quraydhah are regretting 
their decision to switch sides. They will come and ask for 30 men from you and then kill 

them to show Muhammad  ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÓÉÎÃÅÒÅ ÉÎ ×ÁÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÂÁÃË ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢȱ 4ÈÅ 
1ÕÒÁÙÓÈ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÈÁÔ .ÕȭÁÙÍ ×ÁÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÉÄÅ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÄ ÈÉÍȢ  
 
Banu Quraydhah then went to the Quraysh and asked for 30 men. When the Quraysh 
declined, there was a split and mistrust between the groups and all the attacks subsided 
because no one trusted each other anymore. 
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HELP THROUGH A MIRACLE STORM 

The greatest relief came in the form of a miracle storm. The Prophet  and the 
Companions hunkered down in the trench when the wind blew at night. It is extremely 
difficult to walk or be outside during windstorms in the desert, so the Muslims wondered 
what had happened to the forces outside. 
 

 
Ȱ/ ÙÏÕ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÄȟ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÖÏÒ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈ ÕÐÏÎ ÙÏÕ ×ÈÅÎ ÁÒÍÉÅÓ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ 

[attack] you and We sent upon them a wind and armies [of angels] you did not see. And ever is 
!ÌÌÁÈȟ ÏÆ ×ÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÄÏȟ 3ÅÅÉÎÇȢȱ Surah Al-Ahzab, 33:9 

 
4ÈÅ ÄÉÓÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓȭ ÔÅÎÔÓ ×ere blown ɀ the Muslims had their houses, but the disbelievers did 

not. After the storm died down, and the sun rose and became bright again, the Prophet  
sent Hudhayfah to go out and see what happened to the Quraysh.  It was so silent that even 

a whisper could not be heard. Their forces had gone home; no one stayed. The Prophet  
went out and did not see anyone. The attitude changed: from now on, we will no longer be 
on the defensive, but rather the offensive. 
 

HEADING TO BANU QURAYDHAH 

The Prophet  and the Companions were very tired and hungry from weeks of digging 
the trench and defending Madinah ɀ they wanted to rest.  
 

When the Prophet  returned from the battle of the Trench, and laid down his weapon and 

performed ghusl, Jibril  came to him and said, Ȱ(ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕ ÌÁÉÄ ÄÏ×Î ÙÏÕÒ ÁÒÍÓȩ &ÏÒ ÂÙ 
!ÌÌÁÈȟ ×Å ɉÁÎÇÌÅÓɊ ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÌÁÉÄ ÄÏ×Î ÏÕÒÓȠ ÇÏ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȢȱ 

 
(Å ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ7ÈÅÒÅ ÔÏȩȱ 

 
(Å ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ/ÖÅÒ ÔÈÅÒÅȱ - and he pointed in the direction of Banu Quraydhah. [Bukhari]  

 
They broke off from the Muslims, and they needed to be dealt with. It was not okay to let 
them join enemy forces and then be at peace with them.  
 

The Prophet  ordered the Companions to hurry to Banu Quraydhah. As they were 
leaving, he ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ.Ï ÏÎÅ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÐÒÁÙ Asr except at Banu QuraydhahȢȱ It was 
almost Maghrib, but they had not reached the area yet. Some of them said that they should 
not pray until they reach Banu Quraydhah; others disagreed with this, and said that the 
Prophet only meant for them to hurry ɀ he did not know it would take this long.  
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Half of the Companions prayed Asr before reaching Banu Quraydhah, and the other half 
prayed Asr when they reached the area after Maghrib time. Which group was right? Both 
ÈÁÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÂÏÔÈ ×ÅÒÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 1ÕÒȭÁÎ ÁÎÄ Sunnah. They 
interpreted the same saying differently, proving that there can be a difference of opinion at 
times. As long as there is legitimate proof, differences of opinion are acceptable, and should 
not divide us. The Companions always respected each other, even when they had different 
opinions.  
 

THE ARRIVAL 
When they arrived, they laid siege to Banu Quraydhah for about two weeks. During the 

siege, the Prophet  called them to Islam, but they rejected his call. He called them to the 
1ÕÒȭÁÎȟ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÌÉÖÅ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 4ÏÒÁÈ ÁÎÄ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÄÉÅ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 4ÏÒÁÈȢȱ 4ÈÅÙ ÒÅÆÕÓÅÄ 
to surrender until they ran out of supplies. Approximately two weeks later, they eventually 

surrendered. The Prophet  ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÈÅÍȟ Ȱ(Ï× ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ×Å ÄÅÁÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕȩȱ (Å ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÅÄ 
with the *Å×Ó ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓȦ 4ÈÅ *Å×Ó ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ7Å ×ÁÎÔ ÁÎ ÁÒÂÉÔÒÁÔÏÒ ɉÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ Á 
judgment) just like "ÁÎÕ 1ÁÙÎÕÑÁȭ ÈÁÄȢȱ 4ÈÅ 0ÒÏÐÈÅÔ ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÈÅÍȟ Ȱ7ÈÏ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔȩȱ 

Banu Quraydhah was allied with the Awsȟ ×ÈÏÓÅ ÌÅÁÄÅÒ ×ÁÓ 3ÁȭÄ ÂÉÎ -ÕȭÁÄÈ . They call 
ÆÏÒ 3ÁȭÄȢ (Å was injured during the Battle of the Trench, so he did not join the Muslims 
during the siege.  
 

STANDING TO GREAT LEADERS 

7ÈÅÎ 3Áȭd was called to be the arbitrator, he came forward, and the Prophet  said, 
Ȱ3ÔÁÎÄ ÕÐ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÅÁÄÅÒȢȱ The Prophet would forbid the Companions from standing at his 
arrival; when the Companions would stand up, he would tell them to sit down. They would 
respond with the fact that whenever the emperors of Persia and the emperors of the Rome 
entered the room, their people would stand up for them. The Prophet did not allow the 
Companions to stand up for him out of humility.  
 

In this situation ×ÉÔÈ 3ÁȭÄ ÂÉÎ -ÕȭÁdh , the Prophet  told the Companions to stand 
up for their leader. $ÏÅÓÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÅÍ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÄÉÃÔÏÒÙȩ He told them to stand up to greet him 
because he had not been with them for a very long time.  
 
If someone is in court, for example, they might get into trouble or be asked to leave if they 
do not stand up at the appropriate time. If sitting upon ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȭÓ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌ ÉÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÃÁÕÓÅ Á 
problem, it is okay to stand out of necessity. After salah, people usually make dhikr. If 
someone who was sick and absent for a long time comes to the masjid to pray, one should 

stand up and greet him instead of making dhikr at that time. Prophet Yusuf  did not wait 
for his family to come to him. Instead, he went to greet them and receive them.  
 
So, it ÉÓ ÐÅÒÍÉÓÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÅÅÔ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅȢ Ȱ)Æ ÙÏÕ ×ÁÎÔ ÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÎÄ ÕÐ for you, 
prepare for yourself a place in Hell-ÆÉÒÅȢȱ Do not stand up FOR people, but stand up to 
GREET people. 
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THE MUSLIMS AND THE JEWS 

Banu Quraydhah ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÈÁÔ 3ÁȭÄ ÂÉÎ -ÕȭÁdh  would be lenient with them. The Prophet 

 ÁÓËÅÄ ÈÉÍ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÏ ÄÏȢ (Å ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ)Æ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÌÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÅ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ Torah, then we will 
ÃÁÒÒÙ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÌÁ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 4ÏÒÁÈȢȱ 4ÈÅ 4ÏÒÁÈȭÓ ÒÕÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÒÅÁÓÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÅØÅÃÕÔÉÏÎȢ 
 
If after the Battle of Badr, the prisoners were executed, the Jews probably would not have 
the audacity to commit treason. Lives can be saved by setting an example from the very 
beginning.  
 

 
Ȱ!ÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ ÌÅÇÁÌ ÒÅÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ɍÓÁÖÉÎÇ ÏÆɎ ÌÉÆÅȟ / ÙÏÕ ɍÐÅÏÐÌÅɎ ÏÆ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÁÔ 

ÙÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÒÉÇÈÔÅÏÕÓȢȱ Surah Al-Baqarah, 2:179  
 
When punishment is laid upon a person, it discourages people from committing that same 
crime in the future.  
 

The Prophet  ordered the males of fighting age to be executed. Some people were given 
the opportunity to accept Islam, but very few of them did. The Prophet did not give this 
judgment; the judgment was from an arbitrator that the Jews asked for. The Prophet said: 
 

 
ȰYou have judged according to the ruling of Allah from above the seven heavens.ȱ  

 
According to another report: 

 

 
ȰYou have judged according ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÒÕÌÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÏÖÅÒÅÉÇÎȢȱ 

 

The Prophet  was not innately violent. He was compassionateȢ 3ÁȭÄ ÂÉÎ -Õȭadh  laid 

down this judgment, which was befitting of the crime. When the Prophet  dealt with the 
Jews, he dealt with them kindly. He even visited Jews, and he had Jewish neighbors until the 
end of his lifetime. When he passed away, he had an armor that was collateral of a Jew. This 
shows that by the end of his life, he was still dealing with them. He treated them according 
to the agreement, which was to live in peace. He gave them so many opportunities to live in 
peace. He did not make them leave. That is why the Jews prospered when they lived with 
the Muslims, and the Jews in Andalus prospered under the Muslims as well. 
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A PLAN TO ATTACK THE MUSLIMS 
Word spread that Banu Al-Mustaliq was planning an attack on the Muslims. When this was 

confirmed, the Prophet  set out with an army. They attacked Banu Mustaliq, and they 
were able to bring about 800 families that they captured with 1000s and 1000s of camels 
and sheep. The Muslims did not want them to have an opportunity to attack them, so they 
attacked first. They were very surprised by the attack.  
 

JUWAYRIYAH  

The Prophet  was approached by one of the daughters of the leaders. The daughter was 
distributed to one of the Companions. It was not appropriate for someone like her to be a 
slave. Her name was Juwayriyah. The Prophet freed her, and then he married her. When he 
married her, the people of Madinah questioned whether this was appropriate or not.   
 
It was not permissible to free a slave who was not Muslim. So, all of the slaves accepted 
Islam, and they were free to go homÅ ÏÒ ÓÔÁÙ ÉÎ -ÁÄÉÎÁÈȢ *Õ×ÁÙÒÉÙÁÈȭÓ father came and told 

her that he wanted her to come back. The Prophet  ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÆÒÅÅ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÂÁÃË ÉÆ ÙÏÕ 
want. If you want tÏ ÓÔÁÙ ÍÙ ×ÉÆÅȟ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȢȱ 3ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ/Æ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ be ÙÏÕÒ ×ÉÆÅȢȱ (ÅÒ 
father saw how much she loved the Prophet. She continued to be his wife, and from her 
came great blessings: all of her people became Muslim.  
 

HONOR AND HYPOCRISY: THE SLANDER OF AISHAH  

On the trip back from to Madinah, Aisha  went to relieve herself, and she lost a necklace 

she had borrowed from her sister Asma . She took so long to look for the necklace that 
the Muslims left. They carried her carriage on top of a camel, thinking she was inside it. 
Aisha said that in those days, she was very light. She was still looking for her necklace. 
When she came back, she rÅÁÌÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÇÏÎÅȢ 3ÁÆ×ÁÎ ÂÉÎ -ÕȭÔÉÌȟ ÌÁÇÇÅÄ ÂÅÈÉÎÄȢ 
He came to her and recognized her. She got on the camel, and Safwan lead her back to 
Madinah.  
 
The hypocrites started spreading rumors about this (i.e. Abdullah bin Ubay).  
 

 
Ȱ6ÅÒÉÌÙȦ 4ÈÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ÆÏÒÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÓÌÁÎÄÅÒ ÁÒÅ Á ÇÒÏÕÐ ÁÍÏÎÇ ÙÏÕȣȱ  

Surah An-Nur, 24:11  
 
Aisha ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÓÉÃË ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÎÇ ÔÒÉÐȢ 3ÈÅ ×ÅÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÈÁÂÉÙÙÁȟ ×ÈÏ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰAisha, 
ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÁÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÁÙÉÎÇȩ -Ù ÓÏÎ ÉÓ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÕÎÔÒÕÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÙÏÕȢȱ 
She told her what the people were saying. When Aisha heard the news, she fainted. She was 
in so much shock that she had to be carried back. This was a very difficult test for Aisha, 
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and she was hoping that Allah would show the Prophet  a dream proving her 
innocence. 
 

The Prophet  believed her, but what could he have said as evidence? He believed and 
trusted his wife. This was very harmful for the wife of the Prophet, the ProphetȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ 
family of Abu Bakr, and the family of Safwan. Aisha said that there comes a time when you 

have no one else except Allah . This was also proof that the Prophet  was indeed a 
true Prophet because he did not recite any verses to the people.  
 
5ÍÍ !ÙÙÕÂ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ !ÂÕ !ÙÙÕÂȟ Ȱ$ÉÄ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÁÒ ×ÈÁÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ !ÉÓÈÁȩȱ (Å 
ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ5ÍÍ !ÙÙÕÂȟ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ !ÉÓÈÁ ×ÁÓ ÉÎȟ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÏÎÅ ÓÕÃÈ 
Á ÔÈÉÎÇȩȱ 3ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ.Ïȟ ÏÆ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÎÏÔȦȱ !ÂÕ !ÙÙÕÂ ÓÁÉÄȟ Ȱ9ÏÕ ËÎÏ×ȟ !ÉÓÈÁ ÉÓ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÔÈÁÎ ÙÏÕȢ 
3Ï ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÁÌË ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÅÒ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÁÔȢȱ "ÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÄÅÆÅÎÄÅÄ !ÉÓha. It was the hypocrites 
and those with weak Iman who slandered her.  
 

 

 
Ȱ7ÈÙ ÔÈÅÎȟ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÒÓȟ ÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎȟ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÉÔ ɉÔÈÅ ÓÌÁÎÄÅÒɊ ÔÈÉÎË ÇÏÏÄ 
ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÙȡ Ȭ4ÈÉÓ ɉÃÈÁÒÇÅɊ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÏÂÖÉÏÕÓ ÌÉÅȩȭ 7ÈÙ ÄÉÄ ÔÈÅÙ ɍ×ÈÏ ÓÌÁÎÄÅÒÅÄɎ 

not produce for it four witnesses? And when they do not produce the witnesses, then it is they, 
ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÉÇÈÔ ÏÆ !ÌÌÁÈ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÌÉÁÒÓȢȱ  

Surah An-Nur, 24:12 -13 
 
After one month, Allah revealed ayat declaring the innocence of Aisha. Those who spread 
the slander were whipped. Abdullah sowed the seeds, but he never said anything directly. 

We learn from this incident the importance of being patient; know that the Prophet  
faced more difficulties than we will ever go through.  
 

 
 

 
































